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THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF GREAT BRITAIN
Text 1.
UNITED KINGDOM
The Crown

The Crown is the supreme power in the legislature, the executive, and the
judiciary. The sovereign is also the head of the established Church of England
and 1s commander in chief of the armed forces. In practice, however, the present
queen, Elizabeth II, acts only on the advice of her ministers and cannot reject or
ignore their advice.

These restrictions on the powers of the sovereign are the result of several
centuries of confrontation and interaction between the sovereign and Parliament.
In effect the United Kingdom is governed by her majesty's government in the
queen's name.

The queen still has several significant functions. She calls and dissolves
Parliament, and she opens a new session with a speech from the throne. This
speech is not written by her, however, but by the government in power, and it
outlines the government's policy for the forthcoming session of Parliament.
Similarly, the queen confers honours — in the form of peerages, knighthoods, and
decorations — that are given on the advice of the government and that often
reward people for services to the political party in power. She can award some
honours herself, however — such as the Order of the Garter. She appoints judges,
army officers, diplomats, and officials of the Church of England also on advice.

Although the queen has in fact little authority of her own, she is kept
informed of events and is sometimes consulted by the government in power. The
queen has the advice of a Privy Council, which consists of ministers of the
government and other persons recommended by the government in power. In the
event of an inconclusive national election, the queen may be required to choose a
new Prime Minister.

In addition to her other functions the queen is head of the Commonwealth,
which consists of a number of states that formerly belonged to the British
Empire. The Commonwealth includes such countries as Australia, Canada, and
New Zealand and a number of smaller states such as Jamaica, the Bahamas, and
Fiji. The queen is represented in these countries by governors-general, who are
not members of the United Kingdom government and who act independent of it.
The United Kingdom government cannot interfere in the affairs of a
Commonwealth country, except in the case of such dependencies as the Falkland
Islands and Gibraltar, which have not achieved complete independence from the
United Kingdom.

The history of the monarchy plays a large part in the history of the British
Isles. The present sovereign is a descendant of Sophia — the Electress of Hanover
— whose son came to the British throne in 1714 as George I. Sophia was the
nearest Protestant descendant of James I, her grandfather. The Act of Settlement
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in 1701 provided for the accession to the throne of Sophia and her heirs in order
to ensure a Protestant monarchy. By this act all sovereigns must be members of
the Church of England. The act also strictly limited the role of the sovereign in
the government of the country. In 1917 the royal family dropped their German
titles and took the name of the House of Windsor because of the unpopularity of
everything German during World War I.

The queen and her family members are largely supported by the state.
Parliament annually approves allowances for members of the royal family. The
queen's private expenditures come partly from her own funds and partly from an
inheritance known as the Duchy of Lancaster. The Prince of Wales receives
revenues from another estate - the Duchy of Cornwall.

VOCABULARY -1

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant
the legislature 3akoHOaBYa Bilaja 3akoHOAaTeIbHAS BJIACTh
the executive BukonaBya Bnana HcnonHurenpHas BIaCTh
the judiciary CynoBa Biaja Cyne6Has BIacTh
The sovereign Momnapx Momnapx
commander in chief ["osioBHOKOMaHIyBau ['maBHOKOMaHIYIOUIWIA
30pOHHUMU CHIIAMU BOOPYXECHHBIMU CHJIAMU
Church of England AHTIIIKaHChKA IIEpKBa | AHTJIMKaHCKas IEPKOBb
Restriction on the OOmexeHHs Biaau OrpanuyeHue BiIacTu
power
The Commonwealth CniBapyXHICTh (bputanckoe)
ConpyxecTBo
To call and dissolve CxnukaTu i Co3bIBaTh U paciyckaTh
Parliament PO3MYCKAaTH MapJaMeHT | MapiIaMeHT
Government in power | Ypsia npu Biajl IIpaBuTENBCTBO,
HAXOJISIIEECs y BIACTH
Inheritance YcnagkyBaHHS HacnenoBanue
Text 2.
Government

The United Kingdom is a constitutional monarchy. Queen Elizabeth II is
the head of state, but a cabinet of senior politicians called ministers actually
governs the country. The Prime Minister is the head of the government.
Parliament is the chief lawmaking body. It consists of the monarch, the House of
Commons, and the House of Lords.

The constitution of the United Kingdom is not one document, as are the
constitutions of many other countries. Much of it is not even in writing, and so
the country is often said to have an unwritten constitution.
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Some of the written parts of the country's constitution are laws passed by
Parliament. Some written parts come from such historic documents as Magna
Carta, which dates from 1215. Other written parts come from common law, a
body of laws and judgements based on people's customs and beliefs and on
ancient royal practice.

The unwritten parts of the constitution include many ideas and practices
that British society has developed over the years. They include the cabinet
system of government and the relationship between the Cabinet and the monarch.

The monarchy in Britain can be traced back almost 1,200 years. The
monarch must approve all bills passed by Parliament before they can become
laws. The monarch may reject a bill, but no monarch has done so since the early
1700's.

The Prime Minister is usually the leader of the political party that has the
most seats in the House of Commons. The king or queen appoints the Prime
Minister after each general election. The monarch asks the Prime Minister to
form a government — that is, to select ministers to head governmental
departments and to hold various offices. The Prime Minister selects about 100
ministers. From them, the Prime Minister picks a special group of about 20
ministers to make up the Cabinet.

The Cabinet watches over the general conduct of the government and
decides what steps will be taken to deal with matters of government. The Cabinet
decides what new laws and what amendments to existing laws will be introduced
to Parliament. The Prime Minister chairs the Cabinet. Ministers who head the
most important government departments are always included in the Cabinet.
These departments include the Treasury, the Home Office, the Foreign and
Commonwealth Office, the Department of Health, and the Ministry of Defence.

The largest political party in the House of Commons that opposes the party
in power is called Her (or His) Majesty's Opposition. The head of that party is
the leader of the opposition. The leader is elected by his or her fellow party
members but is paid a salary from government funds. The opposition has the
duty of criticising the government in power and standing ready to set up a new
government. For this reason, the leading members of the opposition party are
popularly referred to as the Shadow Cabinet.

Parliament makes the laws of the United Kingdom. The British Parliament
has been called the Mother of Parliaments because many of the world's
legislatures have copied features from it. Of the two houses that make up
Parliament, the House of Commons, often called simply the Commons, is by far
the more powerful.

Courts of the United Kingdom operate under three separate legal systems —
one for England and Wales, one for Northern Ireland, and one for Scotland. The
system in Northern Ireland resembles that of England and Wales. Scotland's
system differs in many ways from the other two. However, all the systems have
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some features in common. In each system, some courts hear only criminal cases
and other courts handle only civil cases. Decisions made by lower courts may be
appealed to higher courts.

In all three systems, the House of Lords is the highest court of appeal in
civil cases. It is also the highest court of appeal in criminal cases, except in
Scotland. In Scotland, people convicted of a crime may appeal their case to the
High Court of Justiciary. They have no further appeal to the House of Lords.

The monarch appoints all British judges on the advice of the government.
Judges serve until retirement, and thus they are free from political pressure.

VOCABULARY -2

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant
Constitutional Koncrutymiitna KoHnctutynmonnas
monarchy MOHapXis MOHapXUs
Senior politicians [lonmiTukM BUIIOTO [TonuTHKH BBICIIETO paHTa
paHry
Govern YpsanyBatu Y1paBisTh
Lawmaking body 3aKoHOJJaBYMI OpraH 3aKOHOJATEIbHBIN OpraH
the House of Commons | [lamarta rpoman [TanaTa oOmuH
the House of Lords [Tanara nopnis [lanara nopaoB
Magna Carta Benuka Xapris Benukas Xaptus
BUIbHOCTEHN BOJILHOCTEN
Seat Micue (B napiamenti) | Mecto (B mapiameHTe)
General election 3aranbpHi BUOOpH Bceobirie BbIOOpHI
to form a government CdopmyBatu ypsia CdopmupoBatb
MIPABUTEIHCTBO
Amendment [TonpaBka
To introduce a bill Baocutu 3akoHonpoexT | [IpenctaBuTh 3aKOHONPOEKT
To chair the Cabinet OyotoBatu Kab1HET Bosrnaiste kaOuHer
the Treasury MinictepcTBO (iHaHCIB | MUHUCTEPCTBO (PUHAHCOB
the Home Office MinicTepcTBO MuHHCTEPCTBO
BHYTPIIIHIX CIIPaB BHYTPEHHUX JelI
the Foreign and MinicTepcTBO MuHHCTEPCTBO
Commonwealth Office | 3akopIOHHUX crpaB Ta | MHOCTPAHHBIX JAEJI U IO
y crpaBax nenam CoapysxecTBa
CriBapy>XHOCTI
Department of Health | MinictepcTBo oxoponu | MUHHCTEPCTBO
310POB's 31PaBOOXPAHEHUS
the Ministry of Defence | MinictepcTBo 060poHr | MUHHCTEPCTBO 0OOPOHBI
the Shadow Cabinet TinpoBUM KabiHET TeneBoil kKaOMHET
Legislature 3aKoHO/1aBya Biaja 3akoHOJaTeIbHAs BIACTh
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Text 3.
Parliament

The House of Commons

Each member represents a voting district called a constituency. Members
of the House of Commons are elected from geographical constituencies
determined by population, and each MP represents approximately 60,000 people.
Four permanent boundary commissions exist, one each for England, Wales,
Scotland, and Northern Ireland. Their purpose is to keep the constituencies equal
and the boundaries fair. The commissions review the constituencies every 8§ to 12
years and recommend changes based on population shifts. The last review was
done in 1995. Following the 1997 election, there were 659 constituencies in the
United Kingdom: 529 in England, 72 in Scotland, 40 in Wales, and 18 in
Northern Ireland (Compare: 650 MPs till 1997). A member does not have to live
in the constituency he or she represents. Members of the Commons have no
fixed terms. They are chosen in a general election, in which the whole nation
votes. A general election must be held at least every five years. But an election
may be called anytime by the Prime Minister. Almost all British citizens 18
years old or older may vote. Certain groups that are denied the right to vote,
however, include members of the House of Lords, some detained mental health
patients, sentenced prisoners, and those convicted of corrupt or illegal election
practices in the previous five years. In addition, certain persons are excluded
from standing for election to the House of Commons. They include peers; clergy
from the Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the Church of Ireland, or
the Roman Catholic Church; people sentenced to more than a year in prison; and
those with unpaid bankruptcy bills.

The House of Lords, often called the Lords, was once the stronger house
of Parliament, but today it has little power. It can delay, but not defeat, any bill
that the Commons is determined to pass. The House of Lords had about 1,200
members. The people do not elect them. Nearly 800 members are dukes, earls,
countesses, and other hereditary peers and peeresses. Their right to sit in the
Lords is handed down, with their title, usually to their oldest sons. The 2
archbishops and 24 of the bishops of the Church of England have seats in the
House of Lords. The members also include about 20 law lords, who are judges
appointed for life to handle legal matters that come to Parliament. The remaining
members are life peers and peeresses, given the rank of baron or baroness in
honour of some outstanding accomplishment. Their titles do not descend to their
children. In 1999 the full membership of the House of Lords decreased by almost
half as more than 650 hereditary peers were stripped of their seats by the House
of Lords Act.



The functions of Parliament are to make laws, to appropriate money for
various state purposes, and to provide a forum for debate. Debates in the House
of Commons are controlled by the speaker.

Legislation is initiated by the introduction of bills in either house. In
general most bills are introduced by the government, though members may
introduce their own bills. Finance bills can only be introduced in the Commons.
A bill is given three readings in the house in which it is introduced; if passed, it is
sent to the other house, where it is submitted to the same procedure. If a bill is
passed by both houses, it becomes law. In theory the sovereign has a right to veto
a bill, but this has not occurred since the 18th century. Likewise the House of
Lords has little power to stop or delay bills that have been passed by the
Commons. It is hoped that the members of the Lords — often senior political
figures who have been knighted for their services — will use their experience to
suggest amendments to a bill. The Lords cannot interfere with a money bill or
with a bill that has been passed by the Commons in two consecutive sessions.
There has been talk of abolishing the House of Lords because of its limited role
and because its members are not elected and represent, at least in part, an
aristocracy that no longer plays a major role in British life. No action has been
taken, however, except to limit further the power of the Lords.

There are a number of committees appointed by the House of Commons to
conduct various kinds of business. Some of these committees are permanent;
others — the select committees — are appointed temporarily to examine special
matters.

VOCABULARY -3

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

a constituency Bubopuuii okpyr N30upaTenbHblid OKPYT

Vote I'onocyBatu I'onocoBarp

The Prime Minister | [Ipem'ep-miHicTp IIpeMbep-MHUHUCTP

Delay a bill Binkianatu 3akoHONpoekT | OTKIAIbIBATh 3aKOHOMPOEKT

Defeat a bill Binxunutu 3akoHONpoeKT | OTKIOHUTH 3aKOHOMPOEKT

Pass a bill CxBanuTu 3aKOHONPOEKT | [IpuHATH 3aKOHOMPOEKT

Elect Bubupatu N30upath

hereditary peers Cnanxosi nepu (niepecu) | HaciencTBeHHBIE AP

(peeresses) (Tmpecchl)

Life peers JloB14HI nepu I1oU3HEHHBIE TPPBI

Descend a title [lepenatu TuTyn y [lepenats TUTYN MO
CHaAIlUHYy HACJIE/ICTBY

Reading Yuranus (3akoHONPoeKkTy) | UreHue (0 3aKOHOMPOEKTE)




Text 4.

Political Parties of Great Britain
Members of the House of Commons belong to one of the British political parties.
The party that wins the majority of parliamentary seats forms a government with
the party leader as Prime Minister. Of the remaining parties, the one with the
largest number of seats becomes the official opposition.

The two largest political parties in the United Kingdom are the
Conservative Party and the Labour Party. The Conservative Party developed
from the Tory Party, which began in the late 1600's. It has always been one of
the main parties in Britain. The Labour Party began in 1900. Much of its support
comes from labour unions, called trade unions. For many years, another party,
called the Liberal Party, was the Conservative Party's chief opponent. It
developed from the Whig Party, which emerged in the late 1600's. But by the
mid-1930's, the Liberal Party had become much smaller than either the
Conservative or the Labour party.

In 1981, a number of members of the British Parliament in the moderate
wing of the Labour Party quit that party and established the Social Democratic
Party. The Social Democratic Party and the Liberal Party then formed an
alliance. Each party supported candidates of the other in elections. In addition,
the two parties worked together for common goals in Parliament. In 1988, the
two parties officially merged to form the Social and Liberal Democratic Party,
now called the Liberal Democrats.

Other parties in Britain include nationalist parties in Northern Ireland,
Scotland, and Wales. These parties favour independence from the United
Kingdom.

The party in power in the early 1990s was the Conservative Party, led by
John Major, who was selected in November 1990 to replace Margaret Thatcher as
Prime Minister. Thatcher was the longest continuously serving prime minister in
the 20th century. The Conservatives held power since 1979.

The Labour party was the largest minority party in the government of the
late 1980s. Its leader was Neil Kinnock. The Labour party advocates socialism
and supports the nationalisation of basic industries and services. In general it
opposes the power of big business. Many of its members would like to abolish
the House of Lords and the annual awards of titles and honours. The party
supports higher rates of unemployment compensation, old-age pensions, and
other forms of welfare. It was responsible for the establishment in 1948 of the
United Kingdom's free medical service, known as the National Health Service.
The party gains much of its support from the trade unions, but it has been
troubled with internal divisions and decreasing numbers of trade-union members.
It lost many votes in the 1987 election because of its controversial defence
policy, which called for partial British unilateral disarmament. The main



strongholds of Labour support are in the industrial north of England, in Scotland,
and in southern Wales.

The Social Democratic party (SDP) is an offshoot of the Labour party. Its
members regard Labour and its policies as too left-wing. The SDP allied with the
Liberal party in order to attract voters in the 1987 elections but gained fewer
votes than it had hoped.

There are small nationalist parties in Scotland and Wales — the Scottish
National party and the Welsh Nationalist party, Plaid Cymru. In Northern Ireland
there are several parties, including the Ulster Unionist party, the Ulster
Democratic Unionist party, and the Social Democratic and Labour party. There
are also some small far-left parties in Britain — such as the Communist party, the
Socialist Workers' party, and the Workers' Revolutionary party — which play no
real role in present-day politics.

VOCABULARY -4

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

Trade unions [Tpodcninku [Tpodcorozbr

Offshoot BinranyxeHHus OTBeTBIEHUE

Left-wing/right-wing JliBe/mpaBe kpuiio JleBoe/mpaBoe KpbUIO

Frontbenchers/ [lepennbo-/3a1HBO- [lepenneckameeyHUKH/

Backbenchers CTUIbHUYHUKH 3aITHECKaMECUYHUKH
EXERCISES

I. Be ready to discuss the following questions:
1. What are the three branches of the national government?
2. The Parliament: the House of Commons and the House of Lords.
3. The Prime-Minister and his/her Cabinet.
4. The Judiciary.

5. Main Political Parties.

I1. Match the words and phrases in column A with their definitions in column B.
Anglican A group of approximately 20 senior members chosen by
Church the prime minister to help run the country. They meet
once a week to discuss government policy and also co-
ordinate the work of big government departments.

Bill A member of the House of Lords who has been chosen or
nominated by a party leader. All party leaders can
recommend people for such peerage, but their
appointment is made by the reigning King or Queen.
Black Rod A local constituency election when people vote for the
person they wish to represent them as their MP in
parliament. This election is held whenever a seat in the
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House of Commons becomes available, for example, if the
sitting MP resigns, dies or is expelled for breaking the
rules.

By-election

A law that has been passed by parliament and which has
been given Royal Assent by the King or Queen.

Cabinet A member of the House of Lords whose seat is inherited
from their family. The House of Lords Act, 1999 reduced
to 92 the number of such persons sitting in the House of
Lords.

Chief whip A person who counts the votes in the House of Commons
and the House of Lords after a division.

Coalition A proposal for a new law which is debated by parliament.

Constituency A proposal for a new law which is debated by parliament.

Democracy A voting district

Division An MP who controls debates in the House of Commons.

General election

Is usually the party with the most MPs in the House of
Commons. Its job is to run the country, as well as o put
into practice its own ideas and plans contained in its
manifesto. The prime minister is the head of it.

Government Is where all the MPs sit. It is a large chamber with rows of
benches, which face each other, with the government on
one side and the opposition party on the other.

Hereditary peer | It is usually held every four or five years, when every
body in the country gets the chance to vote for the party
they want to be the government.

House of Someone who is elected by constituency members to

Commons represent their views in the House of Commons. He/she is

to support his/her own political party in the battle between
the different sides in parliament.

House of Lords

Sometimes called the Upper House, it revises and
approves bills, which are sent to it from the House of
Commons. It also the highest Court of Appeal, which
hears appeals from the High Court and from the country
and crown courts.

Hung parliament

The leader the party that wins the general election. It is
his/her job to choose the most talented people in the party
to run the government and put the party manifesto into
practice.

Laws The monarch's agreement to make a bill into an Act of
parliament.
Legislation The most important whip in each party, responsible for
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making sure that government bills pass through parliament
successfully. He/she is not allowed to speak during
debates.

Life peer The MPs or peers who are responsible for organising party
members in the House of Commons and the House of
Lords. They act as a channel of communication between
the leaders and members in each House, ad also make sure
that the government gets support from its own side of
parliament.

Member of The name for government by the people. It is usually

parliament carried out through elected representatives, such as MPs,
and also through the freedom of speech and the press.

Minister The name given to a law-making assembly.

Monarch The name given to the smaller political parties in the House
of Commons who are opposed to the governing party.

Opposition The reigning King or Queen.

Parliament The rules by which a country is governed.

Prime minister

The senior people in the main opposition party in
parliament. It is like a government in waiting. It has its
own set of policies and is ready to run the country if the
acting government suddenly loses a general election.

Royal assent

The title of the person who is responsible for
accommodation, security and other domestic services in
the House of lords. He or she wears a distinctive black
costume and takes part in an unusual ceremony during the
opening of parliament.

Shadow cabinet

The two archbishops and 24 bishops of the Anglican
Church who sit in the House of Lords.

Speaker

This is the official Church of England, which was started
500 years ago when King Henry VIII decided to break
away from the control of the Catholic pope in Rome.

Spiritual peers

This is when no single party has a majority of the seats in
the House of Commons after a general election, and
government hangs in the balance. In that case the role of
monarch becomes more significant as they may be asked
to choose a party leader to become prime minister and
lead a minority government. Alternatively, two or more
parties may form a coalition so that together they have a
majority of seats.

Teller

Usually a senior MP or member of the House of Lords
who is appointed to decide government policy.
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Whips

When MPs vote in parliament. The MPs divide by
walking through one of two doors into what is called the
division lobby. There is a "yes" lobby and a "no" lobby.
Clerks and tellers count the MPs voting yes or no and the
results are announced in the House.

1. Match the phrases in column A with their equivalents in column B.

There are three organs of
government in the constitution: the
legislature, the executive, and the
judiciary.

J10 BUKOHABYOI BIay HAJIE)KATh
yiienu KabineTy Ta iHII1 MIHICTpPH,
SIK1 BU3HAYAIOTh 1 CIIPSIMOBYIOTh
MOJIITUKY KpaiHH, a TAKOXK ypsI0BI
YCTAaHOBH Ta MICIIEB1 OpraHU BJIAJIH.

The legislature consists of
Parliament, which is the supreme
authority in the country.

Jlo Ti ckiaay BXOJIATh CIIAJKOBI MEPH,
TOOTO Ti, XTO Ma€ TUTYJ 3a IPABOM
HapOJKEHHS a00 yCHaJKyBaHHS;
JOBIYHI MEPH, K1 OTPUMAIH TUTYI
BiJl MOHapXxa, ajie He MOXYTb
nepeaaT Woro y CrajiluHy;
apXIE€MUCKOMNU Ta HAMBAXKIJTUBIII
€MMCKONM aHTJIKAaHCHKOT EPKBH.

The executive consists of the
Cabinet members and other
ministers who make and direct the
policy of the country, along with
government departments and local
authorities.

Jlo cknaay manaTé rpoMaj] BXOASTh
659 uneniB — 529 3 Aurmii, 72 3
[oTtnanmaii, 40 3 Yenscy Ta 18 3
[TiBHiuHOi [pnanmii.

The judiciary determines common
law and also interprets statutes.

3aKOHOIMPOEKT MIAJIATrae TPHOM
YUTAHHSM B TIajaTi, e oro 0ymo
BHECEHO; SIKIIIO TaM HOTo
MIATPUMAIOTh, BIH HAJCUIAETHCS 0
IHIIIOT MajIaTH, ¢ BIH HIJJIATra€e TaKikd
caMiii mponeaypi.

The sovereign is also the head of the
established Church of England and is
commander in chief of the armed
forces.

3acinanns KaGineTy npoBoasThCs 3a
3aUMHEHUMH JIBEpUMa 3 CYBOPHUM
J0JIEp>KaHHIM PEKUMY TAEMHOCTI.

The queen confers honours — in the
form of peerages, knighthoods, and
decorations — that are given on the
advice of the government and that
often reward people for services to
the political party in power.

3riHO 3 KOHCTUTYIIIEIO, ICHYE TPU
T'UIKM BJIaJM: 3aKOHOAABYA,
BUKOHaBYa Ta CyJ10Ba.
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The queen is head of the
Commonwealth, which consists of a
number of states that formerly
belonged to the British Empire.

Koponesa 061apoBye Bijl3HAKaMu:
3BaHHSAMU TIEPiB, PUIIAPIB, OPJICHAMH,
— BCE II€ 3a MOPaJI0I0 YpsIay, IO Y
TaKui CIoci0 HEePIKO BUHATOPOIKYE
3aCJIyT'H OKpEMHUX 0C10 mepen
MPABJISTY0I0 MAPTIEIO.

The House of Commons consists of
659 members — 529 from England,
72 from Scotland, 40 from Wales,
and 18 from Northern Ireland.

Koponesa ouomntoe CriiBApyKHICTb,
Ky CKJIaJal0Th KOJIHUIITHI KOJOHI]
Bputancekoi Immepii.

The United Kingdom is divided into
a number of constituencies, each of
which returns one member to
Parliament.

Minictpu - unenu [lanatu ['poman
MaloTh MapJIaMEHTChKOIO CeKpeTaps,
SIK1M BIJINIOBI1JA€ HA 3alIMTaHHS, IO
BUHUKAIOTh Y MaJIATI.

The party that wins the majority of
parliamentary seats forms a
government with the party leader as
prime minister.

MoHapX € 0JHOYaCHO I'JIaBOIO

o 1iI1HOT aHTTIIKAaHCHKOT IEPKBH Ta
rOJIOBHOKOMAaH/yBaueM 30poitHIX
CHJL

The Social Democratic party (SDP)
is an offshoot of the Labour party.

06’eqnane KopomiBcTBO moaiieHo Ha
MEBHY KUIbKICTh BUOOPUYUX OKPYTIB,
KOXKHUI 3 HUX 00Upae 10
[TapnameHTy OTHOTO JemyTara.

These include hereditary peers, or
nobles by inheritance or birth; life
peers, or individuals with
nonhereditary titles conferred by the
Crown; law lords; and archbishops
and senior bishops of the Church of
England.

OprasHom 3aKOHOJIaBYO1 BIA/IH €
[TapnameHT — BEpXOBHA Bliajia KpaiHu.

A bill is given three readings in the
house in which it is introduced; if
passed, it is sent to the other house,
where it is submitted to the same
procedure.

[apTis, o BubGopoa OUIBIIICTh
Miciib y [lapnamenTi, hopmye ypsi.
Jlinep maptii obiiimae mocamy
npeM'ep-MIHUCTpA.

The prime minister is the main
representative of the government and
recommends the appointment of
some senior judges and of senior
clergy of the Church of England.

[Ipem’ep MiIHICTp € TOJIOBHUM
MpeJCTaBHUKOM ypsiny. Bin
pekoMeHaye (KOpoJieBl) MPU3HAYCHHS
NeSKUX BUIIUX CYJJIIB Ta
MIPOBIJTHUKIB aHTJIIKAHCHKOT IIEPKBH.

Meetings of the Cabinet are held in
private, and strict secrecy is

Comian-gemokparuuna maptis (CII) €
BIIray>KeHHSM BiJl JISHOOPUCTCHKOT
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maintained. napTii.

Ministers who sit in the House of CynoBa rijika BJIaJid 3aCTOCOBYE
Lords have a parliamentary secretary | 3Bu4aiiHe mpaBo Ta TIIYMayuThb
who answers questions raised in the | (mapiiaMeHTCHK1) 3aKOHH.
Commons.
IV. Find the English equivalents of the following words:

KOHCTUTYIIMOHHAsE MOHApXWs, MpaBuTh, Mecto (B Ilapmamenrte), mompaBka,
CO3BaTh IMPABHUTEIILCTBO, BBIOMPATh, W30MpaTENb, OTIOKHTh, HACIICICTBCHHBIC
IOPBl M TIPPECCHl, APXUCIHUCKOI, IPaBOC/JIEBOE KpPBIJIO TApPTHH, JIOTOBOP
(cormamieHue), TPeACEeaaTeNIbCTBOBATh, TAapTHsA, HAXOMSIIAsICId Y BIACTH,
MPOBOJUTL BBIOOPHI, BECTH TIEPETOBOPHI, IMAPTUHHAS TPHHAJICKHOCTD,
pagvKadbHO HACTPOCHHBIC WICHBI TAPTHH, NApPTHHHAS YUCTKA, TPOEKT
KOHCTUTYIIMH,  3aKOHOIPOCKT, IOJMTHYECCKas  (Qpakius, TMOJTUTHICCKUE
pa3HOTJIachs, 4YHCJIO }30upareield, NPHHIBIIMX YydYacTHEe B TOJOCOBAHHH,
n30upaTeb, IPeIBBIOOpHAs KOMIIAHUS, ITOCTABUTh HA TOJIOCOBAHUE, ITOTACOBKA
PE3YJIBTAaTOB TOJIOCOBAHUS, MApTHs, HAXOIAIASCS y BIACTH, PSATOBBIC UJICHBI
MAPTHH.

V. Give the explanation of the following words:

the supremacy of Parliament; separation of powers; the Executive; a player, the
Legislature; the Judiciary; the constituency; by-election; rank and file; veto;
backbencher/frontbencher; the Cabinet; Commonwealth; constitution; a ballot; to
vote by secret ballot; to elect by showing hands, amendment, agenda, bicameral,
bill, faction, lame duck, left wing/right wing, suffrage, the Shadow Cabinet.

V1. Translate the words given in Russian into English:

The British (ITapmament) consists of 3 elements — (Monapx), (ITamara
ob6mun), (ITanata nopaon). (ITamara mopmoB) no longer plays an active role in
(ynpaBnenun) of the country. (Ilamata mopmoB) consists of (puHIBI KpOBH),
(HacnencTBEHHbIE JIOP/bI), (MOXU3HEHHbIE JIOpAbI) , 2 (apxuenuckon) and 24
senior bishops of the Church of England. The latter are called (qyxoBHBIE
nopabl). The powers of (Ilamara nopgoB) (orpanuuensi), and nowadays the
function of the non-elected House is to act as (mamarta) of revision of the
(3akoHonaTenbeTBO) presented by (Ilamata oOuuH).

VII. All the words below can be divided into 3 groups. What is in common between
them?

The Parliament, the throne, the Government, executive, legislative, judiciary, the
Speaker, the Cabinet, the Monarch, the Commonwealth, the House of Lords, the
House of Commons, the Supreme Court of Last Resort, the Lord Chancellor,
backbenchers, frontbenchers, hereditary peers, a political party, the queen, the
Prime-Minister, Whitehall, 10 Downing Street, Westminster Palace, commander-
in-chief, the Shadow Cabinet, voters, Tony Blair, Elizabeth II.

15



VIIL. Study the text. Correct all the mistakes made.
UNITED KINGDOM
Government

The United Kingdom is an absolute monarchy. Queen Elizabeth II is the
head of state, but a cabinet of senior politicians called secretaries actually governs
the country. The Prime Minister, the head of the Parliament, is appointed only by
the queen. Parliament is the chief law-carrying body. It consists of the monarch,
the Cabinet, the House of Commons, the House of Lords.

The constitution of the United Kingdom is one document, as are the
constitutions of many other countries. It was adopted in 1215.

The monarch must approve all bills passed by Parliament before they can
become laws. The monarch may reject a bill, but no monarch has done so since
the early 1700's.

The Prime Minister is usually the leader of the Conservative Party. The
Prime Minister chairs the Parliament. Ministers who head the most important
government departments are always included in the House of Lords.

The House of Commons has 200 members, elected from the four divisions
that make up the United Kingdom. Each member represents a voting district
called an electorate.

The House of Lords, often called the Lords, is the strongest chamber of
Parliament. It can defeat any bill that the Commons is determined to pass. The
House of Lords also has about 200 members. The people elect them every 20
years.

The two largest political parties in the United Kingdom are the
Conservative Party and the Liberal Party. The Conservative Party developed
from the Whig Party, which began in the late 1600's. The Liberal Party is the
Conservative Party's chief opponent. It developed from the Tory Party, which
emerged in the late 1600's.

THE ELECTION SYSTEM
IX. Put each of the following words or phrases in its correct place in the passage
below

Proportional representation Constituents
Member of parliament Constituencies
Call an election Polling stations
House of Commons By-election
Stand for election Eligible
General election Deposit
Polling day Campaign
Canvassing Turn-out
Secret ballot
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Middleford. Election Results.No. of registrated voters: 100.000

Mr.G. Smith (Labour) 30.000 votes
Mrs. R. Green (Conservative) 25.000 votes
Miss L. Jones (Independant) 10.000 votes
Mr. W. Woods (Communist) 5.000 votes

A ... has just taken place all over the United Kingdom. These must take
place every five years unless the Prime Minister decides to ... earlier. Above is
the result in Middleford, one of the approximately 659 ... into which the country
is divided for this purpose. ... was last Thursday, when the election ... and door-
to-door ... stopped and the people of Middleford went to the ... to make their
choice in a ... from the four candidates (anyone over the age of 21 ... on payment
of a ... of £500, which is returned if he or she receives at least 5 % of the votes
cast). Voting is not compulsory and the number of people ... to vote in
Middleford (everyone over 18) was 100.000, so the ... was 70 %. Now Mr Smith
will become the ... for Middleford which means he will represent the people of
Middleford in the ... in London. If he should die or be forced to give up his seat,
the people of Middleford will have to vote again in a ... to replace him. It is a
very simple system and Mr. Smith will try to represent all his ... fairly whether
they voted for him or not. However, the fact remains that most voters in
Middleford voted for candidates (and parties) other than Mr. Smith and their
votes are now lost. It is seats which are important in Parliament not votes and it is
easy to see why the smaller parties would like a system of ... in which the
number of votes they won was reflected in the number of seat they received in
Parliament.

THE HOUSE OF COMMONS
X. Look at the picture and put each of the following words or phrases in its
correct place in the passage below
Cabinet, Backbenchers, Prime Minister, Ministers, Debates, Benches,
Budget, Speaker, Front bench, Opposition, Foreign Secretary, Shadow
Cabinet, Home Secretary, Leader of the Opposition, Chancellor of the
Exchequer
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The Commons Chamber

The Commons

7 Chamber
1 Speakers Chair
6 16 2 Tabl o the House
BT 1o EECE g
4 The Mace
[ 16 EERUE 16 | i S .
m 17 6 Aye Division Lobby
17 7 Mo Division Lobby
L 1 8 Prime Minister
3 9 Governrnent Whips
1 2 4 5 10 Other Ministers

11 Parliarmmentary Private
— Secretaries

12 Governmert Back-
benches

13 Leader of Opposition

14 Opposition Whips

15 Shadow Ministers

16 Opposition Back-benches

17 Liberal Dermocrats

18 Other sraller Parties

| ‘

This is the House of Commons where Members of Parliament take their
seats on the green leather ... according to their party and position. One of them is
chosen to be the ... who acts as a kind of chairman of the ... which take place in
the House. In front of him on his right sit the MPs of the biggest party, which
forms the government, and facing them sit MPs of the parties who oppose them,
the ... . The leaders of these two groups sit at the front on each side. MPs without
special positions in their parties sit behind their leaders at the back. They are

called ... . The leader of the government, the ... sits on the government ... , of
course, next to his or her ... . The minister responsible for relations with other
countries is called ... . The one responsible for law and security is called ... . The
one who deals with financial matters and prepares the annual ... speech on the
economic state of the country is called ... . Opposite this group sits the ... (the
main person in the largest party opposing the government) and the ... each

member of which specialized in the particular area of government.

The picture below shows a view of the House of Commons from the Public
Gallery. Match each of the following people or group of people on the picture
with these terms.

Backbenchers Government Leader of Opposition
Cabinet Prime Minister Shadow Cabinet
Opposition Speaker
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XI1. Translate into Ukrainian:

l.

7.

8.

The Prime-Minister was forced to admit in the House of Commons that
Britain had rejected the Argentine offer to negotiate the Falklands’ crisis.
The amendment was rejected by the majority of the Security Council.

. The Foreign Secretary was questioned in the House of Commons about the

attitude of the British Government to the sentences on Nazi war criminals.

In the Social-Democratic parties of the America over many years left-wing
groups of militant fighters had been growing up.

The Tory government would have the British people believe that the US
missiles would strengthen the country’s security.

The President accused the Congress controlled by the Democrats of failing to
meet the need for reform in the US.

The Prime Minister will arrive on Friday when he will address the House of
Commons.

The Tory card castle of illusions of the British Empire’s glorious future lay in ruins.

XII. Complete the table

Name Conservative | Labour Party | Liberal Other Parties

Party Democratic Party

Also known as | the Tory

Current leaders Tony Blair

Main support Middle class

Colour Green
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XIII. Render in English:

1. BenukoOpuranus - napjiaMeHTapHasi MOHapxusi. EMMHOro KOHCTUTYLIMOHHOTO
aKTa He UMeeT: HenmucaHasi KOHCTUTYIS. 2. CTaTyTapHyl0 OCHOBY KOHCTUTYIIUU
BenukoOpuTaHuu cOCTaBiISIOT HECKOJIBKO Ba)KHEHIIMX aKTOB: Benukas xaptus
BosbHOCTeH, [letmuus o mpase, Xabeac kopmyc akrt, "bumib o mnpaBax',
BectmuHcTepckuii cTatyT, AKT 0 HAPOAHOM MPEICTABUTEIBCTBE, AKT O pedopme
najgaTtel JIOpnoB W apyrue. 3. I'maBa rocymapctBa - KOpPOJb (KOpOJIEBA).
KoponeBckasi BiacTh SBISETCS MOKU3HEHHONM M MepefaeTcs MO HAcleICTBY
IPsIMBIM MIOTOMKAaM MOHAapXa 10 MYXCKOH JUHHUH, a B Cllydae UX OTCYTCTBHS - 110
KEHCKOM JIMHMM, COTJIAacHO cTapmMHCTBY. 4. Koponb (kopoisieBa) cuuTaercs
BEPXOBHBIM HOCHUTEJIEM MCIOIHUTENBHONW BJIACTH, TJIABOM CYyAEOHOW CHUCTEMBI,
BEPXOBHBIM TJIaBHOKOMAHYIOIIMM BOOPYXEHHBIMH CUJIAMH, CBETCKUM TIJIaBOU
aHTJIMKAHCKOM LIEpKBU U riIaBoi conpyxkectna. 5. Koposito nmpuHaaiaexuT npaBo
Ha3HAYEHUS NPEMbEP-MUHHUCTPA, MHUHHUCTPOB, CYIEH, TUIIOMATOB, O(UIIEPOB
apmuu, (roTa M aBHAIMM, EMNHUCKONOB M apPXHENHCKONOB, TI'yOepHATOPOB,
3aKJIIOYEHUS] MEXIYHApOIHBIX JIOTOBOPOB, OOBSBICHUS BOMHBI U 3aKIIOYEHUS
mupa.6. Koponb co3piBaeT mapjiaMeHT Ha CECCHUU, KOTOPbIE OTKPBIBAIOTCS €T0
TPOHHOM pPEUblO, PACIyCKaeT MajaTy OOIIMH, CAHKIMOHUPYET 3aKOHOIPOEKTHI,
NPUHATHIE TapjlaMeHTOM; OOJaJaeT MpPaBOM IMOMUJIOBAHUS, >KalyeT MAIPCTBO,
0apOHCTBO, PHILAPCTBO U JPYrHUe MOYETHbIC 3BaHUA.7. DAKTHUECKH, KOPOJb -
JUIIb HOMMHAJIBHBIM TJIaBa TrocynapcTBa (LApCTBYET, HO HE VYIPABISET);
KOPOJIEBCKME TMOJIHOMOYMSI M MPEPOTraTUBBl MOYTH MOJHOCTHIO HAXONATCS B
pyKax UCIOJIHUTEIbHOMN BJIACTU - KaOMHETa MUHUCTPOB. 8. DopmManbHO BRICIIUM
OpraHoM KOpOJIEBCKOTO MpaBieHus cunTaeTcs TaillHbll COBET, B COCTaB KOTOPOTO
MOXKU3HEHHO  BXOAAT 0C000 moveTHble Jjuma. 9. Beicmmii  opran
3aKOHOJATENbHOW BJIACTU - MApJIaMEHT, KOTOPBI COCTOUT M3 KOPOJs, MajaThl
gopaoB W mamatbl o0muH. 10. OOmEeHaMoHAIbHOE MPEACTaBUTEIBHOE
yupexaenre BenukoOputanunm — HwkHAsS nanata — [lamata oOmuH, KoTOpas
coctout u3 659 nemnyratoB. 11. Cpox nmosHOMouni nanatel O0uwmH - 5 ner. [lo
3aKOHY M30paHHBIM B TMajaTy OOIIMH MOXET OBbITh KaXIbId OpUTaHCKUN
NOAJIaHHbIM, jgocturmuid 21 roma, OAHAKO MCKIIOYEHUS U3 3TOTO
JIEKJIApUPOBAHHOTO TMpaBUja JOBOJBbHO IIKpoku. 12. Jlemyrar mnapiameHTa
MoJIy4aeT xkajoBaHbe. M30paHue nenyTraToB HajaThl OOLIMH MPOBOJUTCS TAKUM
oOpa3zoM: HU30paHHBIM CYHUTAETCS TOT KaHIWUJAT, KOTOPBIA HaOpajd TroiocoB
OonbIIe, YeM KaxAbli W3 €ro MPOTUBHUKOB B OTAedbHOCTU. 13. Jlns
BBIBIDKCHUSI KaHIWJaTa HEOOXOAMMO 3asiBIeHHe 00 3TOM HECKOJIbKHUX
n3bupareneit u BHeceHwe 3aiora B 150 ¢yHTOB cTepiauHIOB (3ajlor HE
BO3BpAalIaeTCs, €clid KaHauaaT coodeper MeHee 1/8 o01ero KoiaruecTna rojaocos,
MOJIAHbIX 110 JAHHOMY U30UpaTEIbHOMY OKPYTY).
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GLOSSARY

English variant

UKrainian variant

Russian variant

a constituency

Bubopuuii okpyr

N30upaTenbHblid OKPYT

Amendment ITonmpaBka ITonmpaBka

Church of England AHTIIIKaHChKA IIepKBa | AHIVIMKAHCKAasl IIEPKOBb

Commander 1n chief l'onoBHOKOMaHayBau | ['maBHOKOMaHaYyHOUIWNA
30pOMHUMH CHIIaMH BOOPY>KEHHBIMH CHJIAMU

Constitutional monarchy | Koncrurymiiina KoHnctutynmonnas
MOHapXis MOHapXus

Defeat a bill Binxunsatu OTKIJIOHUTH 3aKOHOIIPOEKT
3aKOHOIPOEKT

Delay a bill Binknagatu OTknaapiBaTh
3aKOHOIPOEKT 3aKOHOIPOEKT

Department of Health MinicTepcTBO MuHHCTEPCTBO
OXOPOHHU 3JI0POB's 3/IpaBOOXpaHEHUS

Descend a title [lepenatu Tutyn y [lepenaThk TUTYN MO
CHaAIUHYy HACJIE/ICTBY

Elect Bubupatu N30upath

Frontbenchers/backbenc | Ilepenubo-/3aqHb0- [lepenneckaMmeeyHUKH/3a1H

hers CTUIbHUYHUKHU €CKaMEECYHUKHU

General election 3aranbpHi BUOOpH Bceobirie BbIOOpHI

Govern IIpaButH, ypsaayBatu | YIpaBisiTh

Hereditary peers CnankoBi nepu Hacnencrsennsie mapbl

(peeresses) (mepecn) (mpeccor)

Lawmaking body 3aKkoHOJaBYMI opraH | 3aKOHOJIATeJIbHbIN Opran

Left-wing/right-wing JliBe (mpaBe) KpUIIO JleBoe/mpaBoe KpbLIO

Legislature 3akoHOJjaBYa Bajaa 3akoHOJaTeIbHAs BIACTh

Life peers JloB1uHI nepu I1oU3HEHHBIE TPPBI

Magna Carta Benuka xapTis Benukas xaptus
BUIbHOCTEHN BOJILHOCTEN

Offshoot Biaramyxenus, OTBeTBIICHHE, OTJCICHNUC
B1JIOKPEMJICHHSI

Pass a bill CxBanurtu IIpuHATH 3aKOHOTIPOEKT
3aKOHOIPOEKT

Reading YurtanHs Utenue (0 3aKOHOIIPOEKTE)
(3aKOHOIIPOEKTY)

Seat Micue (B napiamenti) | Mecro (B mapiamMeHTe)

Senior politicians [Tonmituku HaiBuioro | [lonuTHky BhICIIEro paHra
paHry

The Commonwealth CniBapyXHICTh (bputanckoe)

ConpyxecTBo
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The executive

Buxonasua Bianga

HcnonHaurtenbHas BIacTh

The Foreign and MinicTepcTBO MuHHCTEPCTBO
Commonwealth Office 3aKOPJIOHHMX CIIPaB Ta | MHOCTPAHHBIX JIe U TI0
y crpaBax nenam CoapyskecTBa
CriBapy>XHOCTI
The High Court of BepxoBHuii kapHuUit BEPXOBHBII YTOJOBHBIN Cyl
Justiciary cyn loTnannii [oTnanauu
The highest court of Bumumii anensiiiauii - | Beiciuii anesuissiimoHHBIA
appeal cyn cyn
The Home Office MinicTepcTBO MuHHCTEPCTBO

BHYTPIIIHIX CIIPaB

BHYTPEHHHUX J€J

The House of Commons

ITanara rpoman

[Tanara oOmH

The House of Lords

ITanaTta nopmis

ITanara mopaos

The judiciary CynoBa Biaja CynebHas BIacTh
The Ministry of Defence | MinictepcTBO MuHnuctepcTBO 000POHBI
000poHU

The Prime Minister

[Ipem'ep-MmiHicTp

IIpembep-MuHUCTP

The Shadow Cabinet

TiHROBUIT KAOIHET

TeneBol KaOUHET

The Treasury MinicTepcTBO MuHucTepcTBO PUHAHCOB
¢iHaHCIB
To chair the Cabinet OuomtoBatu KabiHET Bosrnasiste kaOuner
(MIHICTpIB)
To form a government CdopmyBatu ypsia CdopmupoBatb
MIPABUTEIHCTBO
To introduce a bill Buectu 3akononpoekt | [IpeacraButh
3aKOHOIPOEKT
Trade unions [Tpodcninku [Tpodcorozbr
Vote ['onocyBatu I'onocoBarp

THE POLITICAL SYSTEM OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Text 1.

Government of the United States

The government of the United States represents, serves, and protects the
American people at home and abroad. Because the United States is a nation of
great wealth and military strength, the actions of its government affect all parts of

the world.

The Constitution of the United States establishes the basic structure of the
U.S. government. The Constitution creates a federal system, in which political
power is divided between the national government and the governments of each
state. The national government is sometimes called the federal government. The
Constitution also creates three separate branches of government — legislative,
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executive, and judicial — to share the work of creating, enforcing, and interpreting
the laws of the nation. The branches are represented by Congress, the President,
and the Supreme Court of the United States.

The national government of the United States is the country's largest
government system. It employs about 3 million civilian workers and
approximately 11/2 million military personnel. Each year, it collects about $1
trillion in taxes from American citizens and corporations to help finance its work.

The national government also deals with the governments of other nations. It
works in dozens of international organizations that promote co-operation among
nations. Many of these organizations are associated with the United Nations.
The government also operates numerous diplomatic and military posts around the
world.

VOCABULARY -1

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

Affect Brumeatu Biuste

Basic structure basoBa cTpykrypa ba3oBas cTpykTypa

Federal system denepanbHa cUCTEMA denepanpHas cucTeMa

To enforce Bukonysartu (mipo 3akoH) | cnonusTs (0 3akoHe)

Civilian workers [{uBuIBHI CITYKO00BITI ['paxkgaHCcKue CiryxKalne

Military personnel BiiicbkoBOCITY)K00BII1 Boennocnyxariue

United Nations Opraunizanis O6’ennannx | OOH (Opranuzanus
Harmi O6bennHeHHpIX Haruit)

Text 2.

Principles of American government

Constitutional authority.

The national government gets its authority from the American people
through a written document — the Constitution of the United States. The
Constitution defines the goals of the national government and what it can and
cannot do.

According to the Constitution, the national government's purpose is to
"establish justice, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the common defence,
promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings of liberty..." The
Constitution grants the national government strong powers to work toward these
goals. The government has direct authority over all citizens. It can collect taxes
and pay debts, borrow money, negotiate with other governments, regulate trade
between the states and with other countries, create armed forces, and declare war.
It can also create and enforce all laws that are "necessary and proper" to carry out
its constitutional goals and powers.
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The Constitution also limits the authority of the government. It forbids
certain laws and actions. The Bill of Rights in the Constitution describes certain
basic freedoms and rights of all Americans and forbids the government to violate
those rights. For example, the government must respect the people's freedoms of
speech, religion, press, and peaceful assembly.

American citizens can change the Constitution. An amendment may be
proposed by Congress or by a national convention called by Congress. The
amendment becomes part of the Constitution after being ratified (approved) by
the legislatures of three-fourths of the states or by conventions in three-fourths of
the states. There have been 27 amendments to the Constitution.

Separation of powers.

Three separate branches share the powers of the United States government.
The Constitution ensures that the branches remain separate by forbidding
members of Congress from serving in another branch. In addition, executive and
judicial officials may not serve in Congress. The Constitution provides that the
vice president officially preside over the Senate, one of the two bodies of
Congress. However, the Senate presidency is mostly a ceremonial role, and the
vice president rarely appears in Congress.

Each state has its own constitution, its own laws, and its own legislative,
executive, and judicial branches. In general, state laws and activities must not
conflict with the U.S. Constitution, acts of Congress, or U.S. treaties. The states
take the lead in such areas as education, public safety, and consumer and
environmental protection. Through the years, however, the role of the federal
government has increased in these and other state government activities.

Representative democracy.

The United States government relies on the consent of the people. The
people elect a certain number of their fellow citizens to represent them in making
laws and in other matters. Federal, state, and local laws regulate elections.

Political parties play an important role in elections. They select candidates to
run for public office, provide opposition to the party in power, and raise funds to
conduct election campaigns. They also inform voters about public affairs and
about problems they believe need government action.

The United States has a two-party system — that is, it has two major political
parties, the Democratic and the Republican. Members of these two parties hold
almost all the offices in the national and state governments.

Minor political parties in the United States rarely elect candidates to
government offices. These parties serve chiefly to express discontent over
problems that the major parties may have neglected. Often, one or both of the
major parties moves toward solving such a problem. Then the third party may
disappear or be absorbed by a major party.
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VOCABULARY -2

English variant

UKrainian variant

Russian variant

Constitutional authority

KoHcruTyiiitHa Bnania

KOHCTI/ITYI_II/IOHHaH BJIaCTb

General welfare

3aranpHuil JOOPOOYT

OO011ee 0J1aroCoOCTOSTHUE

Declare war

OronouryBaTu BiliHY

OOBABIATH BOMHY

Armed forces

30poliHi crIn

BoopyxeHHbIe CUIIbI

Forbid 3a060poHsITH 3anpeniaTh

Bill of Rights binb npo npasa buie 0 mpaBax

Amendment ITorpaBka ITormpaBka

Convention Kongenttis (morogip, Kongennus (morosop);

yroza); 3'131 maprii ChEe3/] NapTUU

Ratify Patudikysatu Patudunmponath
(0m00psTH)

Congress Konrpec Konrpecc

Senate Cenart Cenart

Senate presidency

INomoByBanns B CeHari

[IpencenarenscTBO B
Cenare

The consent of the people

3rojia Hapoay

Cormacue HapoJda

To run for public offices

Bucysaru cBoro
KaHJIUJaTypy Ha BUOOpax

BrIicTaBIATh CBOIO
KaHIUAATypy Ha

70 JIep)KaBHUX CTPYKTYp | BEIOOpax B
roCyJIapCTBCHHEIC
CTPYKTYPBI
To conduct election [IpoBoauTH BUOGOpUY [IpoBoauTh
campaign KaMIaHito n30UpaTENbHYIO
KaMITaHUIO
To express discontent BukazyBatu BripaxaTh HEIOBOJIBCTBO
HE3aJJ0BOJICHHS
The Democratic party JleMoKkpaTHUHa TapTis JleMokpaTHueckas
napTus
The Republican party PecnyOnikanceka maptisi | PecnyOnukanckas
napTus
Text 3.

The legislative branch

Three branches of power

Congress creates, abolishes, and changes federal laws, which govern the

nation.

Congressional lawmakers also play an important role in establishing

public policy — what the government does or says in response to political issues.
Organization. Congress consists of two chambers — the Senate and the House
of Representatives. The two chambers have about equal power. Voters in each
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state elect the members of each chamber, or house. The Senate has 100
members, 2 from each state, who serve six-year terms. About a third of the seats
come up for election every two years. The House of Representatives, usually
called simply the House, has 435 members. House members, or representatives,
serve two-year terms. The number of representatives from each state is based on
the state's population. Each state has at least one representative. The Senate and
House meet in separate wings of the Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Elections are held in November of even-numbered years. The members start
each two-year Congress the following January. Beginning with the First Congress
(1789-1791), each Congress has been numbered.

The legislative branch includes several agencies that provide Congress with
information and services. For example, the General Accounting Office audits
(closely examines) the financial records of various departments and agencies of
the federal government and reports its findings to Congress. Other support
agencies of Congress include the Congressional Budget Office, the Congressional
Research Service of the Library of Congress, and the Government Printing
Office.

In addition, each senator and representative has a personal staff to advise him
or her on issues, answer mail from voters, handle publicity, and help in other
ways. There are also staffs that assist committees in Congress and aides
(assistants) for each house.

Functions. Making laws is the main job of Congress. During each two-year
Congress, senators and representatives introduce up to 10,000 bills. In that
period, Congress passes, and the President signs into law, about 600 bills.

Congress makes laws on all kinds of matters. Some laws are major policy
decisions, such as taxing and spending measures. Others deal with administrative
details, such as employee benefits or the purchase of land. Still others are
commemorative laws, which honour a group, person, or event. In 1914, for
example, Congress honoured mothers with a law that declared the second Sunday
in May as Mother's Day. All of these laws are called public laws if they apply to
people in general. Congress also passes a few private laws that apply to specific
individuals, such as immigration cases.

Congress does more than make laws. It investigates the actions of the
executive branch and makes sure the laws are carried out. Congress also reviews
the election, qualifications, and ethical behaviour of its own members. It can
remove federal officials from office, including members of Congress, for serious
offences. The House brings impeachment (misconduct) charges against an
official, and the Senate tries the official.

Each chamber of Congress has some independent duties. The Senate
approves or rejects the people that the president appoints to certain high-level
federal positions. It also approves or rejects treaties that the president makes. All
legislation that deals with taxes or spending must start in the House.
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In addition, senators and representatives spend much time serving their
constituents — the people who elected them. They answer individuals' questions
or requests, meet with visitors, and inform the public of issues. They often travel
to their home states to appear at public events, study area problems, and talk with
voters and local officials. In addition, legislators, usually with the help of their
parties, conduct their own election campaigns, including fund-raising.

Commiittee system. Congress does much of its work through committees.
The House has 19 standing (permanent) committees, each with authority over
bills in a certain area, such as agriculture or banking. The Senate has 16 standing
committees. Most standing committees have subcommittees to handle particular
topics. In addition, each house may form temporary special committees or select
committees, usually to conduct investigations. Joint committees — made up of
members from both the House and the Senate — handle mainly research and
administrative details. Most legislators serve on several committees and
subcommittees.

When committees or subcommittees study bills, they may hear testimony
from experts and other interested people. Committees work out amendments to
the bills and other details and recommend bills to the full House or Senate for
passage.

Party leadership has an important influence on Congress. Democratic and
Republican members of Congress choose official party leaders for each house.
Party leaders plan the legislative strategy of the party, communicate their party's
position on issues to other members, and encourage members to vote along party
lines. When voting on major legislation, senators and representatives weigh their
party loyalty against their own judgement or the interests of their constituents.
On less important bills, legislators usually vote according to their party's position.

In each house, the majority party — that is, the party with the most members —
chooses one of its members to lead the entire chamber. The House chooses a
speaker, and the Senate chooses a president pro tempore (temporary president) to
serve in the Vice President's absence. In addition, majority-party members head
congressional committees.

Each party in the House and Senate also elects a floor leader and an assistant
leader called a whip. The floor leaders, known as majority leaders or minority
leaders depending on their party, and the whips work for passage of their party's
legislative program.

In the House, the majority party has strong control over the agenda. The
Speaker and the majority leader schedule the House's business and co-ordinate
the committees' work on bills. House debate rules are formal and rigid, designed
to let the majority have its way.

In the Senate, a smaller and less formal body, the majority party has less
control. Debate rules allow senators opposed to a bill to make filibusters — long
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speeches or other tactics designed to slow down or block the legislative process
or force the bill's sponsors to compromise on its content or abandon the bill.

The lawmaking process weeds out bills that lack sufficient support. At every
stage in the process, a bill's backers must bargain for the support of their fellow
lawmakers. A bill is debated by one or more committees and, if approved, by the
full House or Senate. Both houses must approve a bill in exactly the same form
before it is sent to the President. If they adopt different versions of a bill, a
conference committee, made up of committee leaders from both houses, may be
formed to work out the differences.

VOCABULARY -3

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

Abolish CkacoByBaTH AHHYIHUPOBATh, OTMEHSITh

Public policy Jlep>kaBHa MOJITHKA I'ocynapcTBenHas

MOJTUTHKA

The House of [lanara npencraBuukiB | [lanara npencraBureneit

Representatives

The Capitol Kamnitoumiit Kanuronnii

Agency Cny»x0a, ynpaBiiHHS Cnyx0a, ynpaBieHue

General Accounting ["onmoBHe niymIbHE ['maBHOE cuéTHOE

Office yIPaBIIiHHS yIpaBJIEHUE

Congressional Budget bromxeTHa komicis bromxeTHas komuccust

Office Konrpecy Konrpecca

Congressional Research | HaykoBo-gocnigauit Hayuno-

Service of the Library of | nentp 6i6mioTexu HCCIIeIOBATEILCKUHN TIEHTP

Congress Konrpecy CIITA oubmmoreku Konrpecca

CIIA

Personal staff rat cniBpoOitHukiB | LIITaT coTpyaAHHKOB
(npe3uaeHTa, (mpe3uaeHTa, ceHaTopa)
ceHaTopa)

Handle publicity [IpoBoauTH pexknamMHy | [IpoBOAUTE peKIaMHYIO
KaMITaHito KaMITaHUIO

Commemorative law 3aKoH Npo BIIaHYBaHHS | 3aKOH 00 YBEKOBEYECHUU
nam’siTi MaMsITH

Standing committee ITocTiliHui KOMITET ITocTOsSTHHBIN KOMUTET

Joint committee O06’e1HaHMI KOMITET OO0BbeIMHEHHBI KOMUTET

President pro tempore TumuacoBo BpemenHO uCTIOHSIOINMA
BUKOHYIOYHI 00513aHHOCTHU MPE3UICHTA
000B’s13KM IIpe3uieHTa | (mpeacenaTens)

Whip Opranizatop napriiiHoi | OpranuszaTop napTUHON
¢paxuii (y Konrpeci) ¢bpakuuu (B Konrpecce)
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Agenda

ITopsinok neHHun

IloBecTka nHSA

Coordinate Koopnunysatu, KoopnuuupoBsats,
y3TOJKYBaTH COTJIACOBBIBATH

Filibuster Db yCcTHEPCTBO OnulycThepcTBO (TaKTHUKA
(TakTHKA MIPOBATHBAHHSI
MIPOBATIOBAHHS 3aKOHOTIPOEKTOB ITyTEM
3aKOHOIIPOEKTIB BCSTYECKOTO OTTSATHBAHUS

HUIIXOM YCUISIKOTO
BIITATYBaHHS MOMEHTY
OPUUHSTTS pilLICHHS)

MOMEHTA IPUHSTHS
peLIeHuMs)

To weed out

Binbupatu, BifcitoBaTH

OT6upaTh, OTCEUBATH

A bill's backer Tol, xTO miATpUMYyE Tot, KTO moaAEP)KUBAET
3aKOHOIPOEKT 3aKOHOIPOEKT

Conference committee VY3romxyBanbHUN CornacuTteabHbI KOMUTET
KOMITET

HOW A BILL BECOMES A LAW

If passed by one house,

Bill (now Act) must be sent to the other

Bill introduced in
House

To committee

|

Bill debated and
voted on in full
House

for consideration

Bill introduced in
Senate

To committee

Bill debated and

N voted on in full

Conference Committee

Senate

President sings

!

Bill becomes a Law

Bill sent to President

A 4

President vetoes

l

\

President takes no action

If */3 majority in
each house agrees,
Bill becomes a Law

l

If Congress stays in
session, Bill becomes
a Law in 10 days




The executive branch

The executive branch carries out federal laws. It also creates and enforces
regulations based on the laws. The President is the head of the executive branch.
Fourteen executive departments and about 80 agencies handle the everyday work
of administering laws and programs.

The presidency. The President is elected to serve a four-year term. The 22nd
Amendment to the Constitution, approved in 1951, provides that no one can be
elected to the presidency more than twice.

A nationwide presidential election is held every four years in November. The
people of each state elect delegates to the Electoral College. The delegates, or
electors, then choose the President and Vice President based on the popular votes
in the states they represent. If no candidate receives a majority of Electoral
College votes, the House elects the President and the Senate selects the Vice
President. If the President dies, is removed from office, or becomes unable to
perform the duties of office, the Vice President takes over the presidency until the
next election. The President lives in the White House in Washington, D.C., and
has offices there.

The President has many roles and duties. As chief executive, the President
enforces federal laws, directs the preparation of the federal budget, and appoints
many high-ranking officials. As commander in chief of the armed forces, the
President directs foreign and national security affairs. As chief diplomat, the
President negotiates treaties with other countries. As legislative leader, the
President recommends laws to Congress and works to win their passage. The
President may veto bills approved by Congress. The threat of a veto can
influence the way Congress develops a bill.

In 1996, Congress passed a law that would enable the President also to veto
some individual items in spending bills. The law called for the new power,
known as the line-item veto, to go into effect by Jan. 1, 1997. The law would
expire after eight years unless Congress renewed it.

Congress has the power to restrain most of the President's powers. Congress
must approve the federal budget and the President's legislative plans. It can
override a President's veto of a bill by a vote of a two-thirds majority of the
members present in each house. In effect, line-item vetoes would also be subject
to override by a two-thirds majority.  Also, all treaties and high-level
appointments by the President require Senate approval.

For many Americans and people around the world, the President represents
the United States government. Presidents can use their visibility in the news
media to create public support for their policies. However, their visibility is a
double-edged sword. People often blame Presidents for problems, such as an
economic depression or a foreign crisis, that the President may not have caused
and can do little to solve.
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The Executive Office of the President consists of a number of staff agencies
that provide the President with information, ideas, and advice. One agency, the
Office of Management and Budget (OMB), helps plan the federal budget. The
OMB also advises the President on proposed laws and regulations. Another key
unit, the White House Office, includes the President's personal aides, policy
advisers, speechwriters, and lawyers.

Executive departments and agencies carry out laws and create and enforce
detailed regulations based on laws. Congress creates departments and agencies,
and it controls the basic structure and authority of each. The Office of
Management and Budget and Congress control the funding of departments and
agencies. Presidents cannot create, eliminate, or reorganise departments or
agencies without the approval of Congress.

Executive departments are vast organizations that conduct a wide range of
government activities. Each is divided into bureaus, divisions, offices, or other
units. The President, with the approval of the Senate, appoints the head of each
department. The department heads form the President's Cabinet, an informal
advisory group that helps the President.

Independent agencies. The executive branch includes dozens of agencies that
perform government functions. These agencies are called independent agencies
because they are not part of an executive department. Some independent
agencies, such as the National Aeronautics and Space Administration and the
Peace Corps, carry out programs or provide services. Others, called regulatory
agencies or regulatory commissions, enforce laws dealing with aspects of
American economic life. For example, the Federal Trade Commission works to
protect consumers from unfair trade practices.

Government corporations are independent agencies that resemble businesses.
They conduct commercial activities, perform services, or raise funds. For
example, the U.S. Postal Service provides mail services.

Control of departments and agencies. Except for high-level officials
appointed by the President, executive departments and independent agencies are
made up of permanent staffs of civil service workers. They establish their own
ways of carrying out programs and policies. Departments and agencies may be
influenced by powerful interest groups. For example, the Forest Service, a
division of the Department of Agriculture, manages the national forests. It must
juggle the often-conflicting needs of such groups as campers, environmentalists,
ranchers, and logging companies. In addition, departments and agencies must
cooperate with Congress, especially with the committees that write their laws and
approve funds for their programs.

Because of these influences, Presidents may find it difficult to push
departments and agencies and their programs in new directions. To have an
effect, Presidents may find it necessary to create wide public support for their
policies. They can also influence departments and agencies by shaping the
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federal budget to reflect their goals and by making sure their policies are reflected
in new regulations.

VOCABULARY -4

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant
The Electoral College Korerist BUOIpHHKIB Kosuierust BBIOOPIIMKOB
The Vice President Biue-npe3uent Bunie-npe3uieHT
The White House binuit qim benprit Jlom
High-ranking officials BucokomnocraBneHi BrIcokonocTaBieHHbIE
yPSIOBIII YHHOBHUKU
The line-item veto IlocTaTeline BETO IlocTaTeliHOE BETO
To override a veto [lononaTtu BeTo AHHYIHPOBATh BETO
OMB (Office of AAMIHICTpaTUBHE Ta AJIMHUHHCTPATUBHOE U
Management and Budget) | OromkeTHe ynpaBiiHHS OI0/KETHOE yIpaBJICHUE
CIIA CIIA
Independent agencies BinomcTBa y ckiami BenomMcTtBa B cocTaBe
ypsany CLLIA, ne3anexui | npaBurenbctBa CIIA,
areHiii CaMOCTOSITEITbHBIC
yIIpaBJICHUS
NASA (National HACA (HamionanbsHe HACA (mauunoHanbHOE
Aeronautics and Space yIpaBIiHHS 3 TIUTAHb yIpaBJIeHUE 1O
Administration) JOCIIIKSHHS a’POHABTUKE U
KOCMIYHOTO TIPOCTOPY) UCCJIeI0BAHUIO
KOCMHYECKOTO
IPOCTPAHCTBA)
The Peace Corps Kopnyc mupy Kopnyc mupa
Federal Trade ®denepanbHa TopriBenbHa | DefepanbHas TOproBas
Commission KOMICIs KOMMCCHS
US Postal Service [TomroBa ciyxk6a CIIIA | [Tourosas ciyx6a CIIIA
To create public support | CtBoproBaTu miaATpuMKy | Co3qaBaTh NOAJIEPKKY
B CyCHUIbCTBI (MoAUTHKH
MPaBUTEIHCTBA) B
oO1IecTBe
The judicial branch

There is a Supreme Court of the United States, the members of which are
appointed for life by the President with Senate approval, and federal courts which
are created by Congress.

The Supreme Court is composed of nine judges, who are called justices. It
is the highest court in the nation. It interprets the laws and reviews them to
determine whether they conform to the US Constitution. If the majority of
justices rule that the law in question violates the Constitution, the law is declared
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unconstitutional and becomes invalid. This process is known as judicial review.
All low courts follow the rulings of the Supreme Court.

Federal Courts have the power to rule on both criminal and civil cases.
Criminal action under federal jurisdiction includes such cases as treason,
destruction of government property, violating a contract, or making libellous
statements.

The Bill of Rights guarantees a trial by jury in all criminal cases. A jury is
a group of citizens — usually 12 persons — who make the decision on a case.

State courts handle criminal and other cases that do not come under federal
jurisdiction. Most state judges are elected for limited terms.

VOCABULARY -5

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

Supreme Court BepxoBHuii cyn BepxoBHbIH cyA

Justice Cynans Cynbs

Judicial review CynoBHi1 KOHTPOJIb CyneOHbIN KOHTPOIb

Federal jurisdiction denepanbHa ropucaukilis | DenepanbHas
FOPUCIUKIINS

Treason JepxaBHa 3pazna I'ocynapcrBenHas
M3MEHa

To violate a contract [lopymryBaTu 10roBip Hapymate gorosop

To make libellous PoOutn HaKIeHUITBKI JlenaTh KJI€BETHUYECKHUE

statements 3as1BU 3asIBJICHUS

Text 4.

Checks and Balances

The division of government among three separate but equal branches
provides for a system of checks and balances. Each branch checks and limits the
power of the other branches. For example, although Congress makes laws, the
president can veto them. Even if the president vetoes a law, Congress may check
the president by overriding his veto with a two-thirds vote.

The Supreme Court can overturn laws passed by Congress and singed by
president. The selection of federal and Supreme Court judges is made by the
other two branches. The president appoints judges, but the Senate reviews his
candidates and has the power to reject his choices. With this system of checks
and balances, no branch of government has superior power.

By diving power among the three branches of government, the
Constitution effectively ensures that government power will not be usurped by a
small power group or a few leaders.
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VOCABULARY -6

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant
A system of checks and | Cuctema cTpuMyBaHHS Cucrema criep>kuBaHus U
balances Ta MPOTUBAr MIPOTUBOBECOB
To check and limit KontpomntoBaTtu Ta Kontponuposats u
00MeXKyBaTu OTpaHUYNBATh
A two-thirds vote KBanigikoBana KBanmuduimposannoe
OUTBIIICTh OOJIBIIMHCTBO
CHECKS AND BALANCES
PRESIDENT

CONGRESS
(legislative branch)

May check the President by

- impeaching the President;

- overriding a veto;

- refusing to approve presidential
appointments;

- approving or failing to approve
treaties

May check the Judicial Branch by

- impeaching judges;

- changing the number of justices on
the Supreme Court;

- Proposing an amendment to the
Constitution if the Supreme Court
finds a law unconstitutional

(executive branch)
May check the Judicial Branch by
- granting pardons to those who are
convicted of federal crimes

May check Congress by

- vetoing bills passed by Congress;
- sending messages to Congress;

- appealing to the people

][

oy 10

EXERCISES

SUPREME COURT
(judicial branch)
May check the President by
- interpreting laws and treaties;
- ruling that laws and executive acts
are unconstitutional
May check Congress by
- interpreting laws and treaties;

- declaring laws unconstitutional

I. Be ready to discuss the following topics:

1. Three branches of power.

2. The system of checks and balances.

3. The Constitution of the USA.
4. How a bill becomes a law.

I1. Match the words and phrases in column A with their definitions in column B.

Bicameralism A bill that has been passed by one of the cambers
and sent to the other

Bill of Rights A legislative committee established for a limited
period of time and for specific purpose

34




Binding primary

A list of topics for discussion

Bureaucracy A normally closed meeting of a political or
legislative group to select candidates, plan strategy,
or make decision regarding legislative matters

Calendar Wednesday A procedure in the House whereby a committee
chairman can bypass the Rules Committee and
bring proposed legislation directly to the floor for
consideration

Caucus A regular legislative committee that considers
legislation within its designated subject area; the
basic unit of deliberation in the House and Senate

Closed rule An informal group of advisers to whom the
president turns for counsel and guidance

Coattail effect An officeholder whose term is coming to an end

Confederation Each legislator's yes or no vote is recorded as the
clerk calls the names of the members alphabetically

Coup d'etat Extreme or militant devotion to one's country

Double jeopardy Group of people with common interests, usually in
opposition to the aims or principles of a large group
or the public

Electoral College Having a legislative assembly composed of two
chambers or houses

Faction League of independent states

Hopper A mahogany box at the Speaker’s podium where a
bill is put

Item veto Power of the courts to declare actions of the
legislative and executive branches invalid or
unconstitutional

Jingoism Primary election in which the candidates for

election as delegates to a presidential nominating
convention pledge themselves to a certain
candidate and are bound to vote for that person
until released from the obligation

Judicial review

Prior cases whose principles are used by judges as
the bases for their decisions in present cases

Kitchen Cabinet Provision by the House Rule Committee limiting or
prohibiting the introduction of amendments during
debates

Oversight Result of voters casting their ballots for president

or governor and "automatically" voting for the
remainder of the party's tickets
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Precedents

Sudden, forcible overthrow of a government

Roll-call vote

The complex structure of offices, tasks, rules, and
principles of organization that are employed by all
large-scale institution to coordinate the work of
their personnel effectively

Select committee

the effort by Congress, through hearings,

investigations and other technique, to exercise
control over the activities of executive agencies

Standing committee

liberties

The first ten amendments to the US Constitution,
ratified in 1791. They ensure certain rights and

Act The power to veto specific provisions of a bill.

Although some state governors possess this power,
the President of the USA does not, and must accept
or veto a bill in its entirety

Agenda The president electors from each state who meet in
their respective state capitals after the popular
election to cast ballots for president and vice
president

Lame duck Trial more than once for the same crime. The

Constitution guarantees that no one shall be
subjected to it

II1. Match the phrases in column A with their equivalents in column B.

The US Constitution was adopted in 1787
and at that time it reflected the political
beliefs of the young American
bourgeoisie.

... Ta BUPIIIUB IPUETHATUCS J0
napTii, sika OTpuMala nepeMory.

Since the adoption of the Constitution 27
amendments have been introduced. The
first 10 amendments are known as the
Bill of Rights (1791).

5 crattsa KoHcTuTy1ii rapantye
npaBo Konrpecy npononysatu
nonpaBku 10 KoHcTUTyII1T OUIBIIICTIO
B JIB1 TPETUHM TOJIOCIB.

The 5™ article of the Constitution
provides that Congress may, on a two-
thirds vote of both houses, propose
amendments to the Constitution.

BukonaBuy Biiaay NoKJIazeHo Ha
Mpe3uIeHTa Npu TePMiH1
nepeOyBaHHA Ha nocafi y 4 poku. Bin
o0MpaeTbes pa3oM 13 Bille-
MPE3UICHTOM (Ha TaKWU came TEPMIH)
BUOOPLISIMH 3 KOXKHOTO IITATY.
KinbkicTh BUOOPIIIB 3 KOXKHOTO IITATY
3aJIeKUTh BiJ KUTBKOCT1 CEHATOPIB Ta
KOHT'PECMEHIB, 1110 MTPEICTABIIAIOTh
ueii mrat B Konrpeci.
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The executive power is vested in a
president, who holds office for 4 years,
and is elected, together with a vice
president for the same term, by electors
from each state, equal to the whole
number of senators and representatives to
which the state may be entitled in the
Congress.

3 MoMeHTY npuiHATTS KoHCTUTYLIi1
710 Hel O0ys10 1o7aHo 27 MOMpaBoK.
[epuri 10 Bimomi sk bine mpo [IpaBa
(1791).

The presidential election is held every
leap year. Technically, this is an election
of presidential electors, not of a president
directly; the electors thus chosen meet
and give their votes at their respective
state capitals on the first Monday after
the second Wednesday in December next
following their election.

Komu ry6epuarop E. Ixxeppi
HECIpaBeJIMBO MEPEPO3NOILIUB
BUOOpY1 OKPYTHU B IITAT1
Maccauycerc abu iioro nmapris
oJiepkalia 6e3nepeyHy nepemMory, BiH
nepeKpoiB Mamy mraty. Taki
HE3aKOHH1 MaHIMyJISIIT BIIOMI SIK
"mxeppiManaepiar" (abo
nepeBUOOPH1 MaxiHallii).

If no candidate has a majority or if the
successful candidate fails to qualify, then
by the 20" amendment, the Vice
President acts as a President until a
president qualifies.

Konrpecmenom mMoxe OyTH JIIOAMHA
HE MOJIOAIIE 25 POKIB, IO MPOTITOM
OCTaHHIX 7 POKIB € FPOMaJITHUHOM
CIIA, Ta € MEIIKaHIIEM IIITATY, BiJ
SIKOTO OOMPAETHCS.

Senators must be not less than 30 years of
age; must have been citizens of the USA
for 9 years, and be residents in the states
for which they are chosen.

Koncrutytito Cnonyuenux [taTis
Oyno npuitnsaTo 1787 poky, i Ha Toi
yac BOHA Bii0MBaJIa MOJITHYHI
MEPEKOHAHHS MOJIOIOT
aMepHUKaHChKOi OypiKyasii.

Congressmen must be not less than 25
years of age; must have been citizens of
the USA for 7 years, and be residents in
the states for which they are chosen.

[Ipe3uaeHTchki BUOOPU MPOBOASTHCSA
KOXHUI BUCOKOCHUH piK. PopManIbHO
e oOupaHHs BUOOPIIIB, a HE CAMOT0
npe3uaeHTa. Bubopii notim
30UparOTHCS Ta FOJIOCYIOTh Yy
CTOJIUISAX CBOIX LITATIB MEPIIOTO
MOHEIUIKA IMICIIA IpYroi cepeu B
IPYy/IHi, 32 MICSLb 10 1X OOpaHH] .

When Governor E. Gerry unfairly
redistributed voting districts in
Massachusetts to assure his party an
overwhelming victory, he reshaped the
county map. Such illegal manipulation
has been known as gerrymandering.

CenaTopu MOBUHHI MaTH BiK HE
Mmenuie 30 pokiB, TPOMaJSTHCTBO
CHIA npoTsrom He MEHIIE sK 9
OCTaHHIX POKIB Ta MEIIKaTH B TOMY
IITaT1, BiJl SIKOTO OOMPAIOTHCS.

The term “filibustering” is a dilatory

Tepmin "¢pai6ycThepcTBO" 03HAUAE
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strategy often used by a minority party to | TaKTUKY NpOBaJIIOBAHHS

obstruct legislative action. 3aKOHOIPOEKTIB (Ha crocid sxomora
JIOBIIIE BIATSATYBATH MPUHHATTS
3aKOHY), III0 BUKOPHCTOBYETHCS
napTiero, sika nporpaua BUOOPH.

... and decided to hop aboard the SIK11o )K0/eH KaHAUAAT HE OTPUMAE
bandwagon. OUTBIIOCT1, 200 TIEPEMOXKELH HE B
3MO031 001MHATH Ocaay, TOi, 3TiAHO 3
20 momnpaBKoIo, Bille-MIPE3UIECHT
BUKOHY€E 00O0B’SI3KM NIPE3UCHTA,
JIOKHU TIPE3UACHT OTPUMAE
MO>KJIMBICTh 3aHHSATH MTOCANY.

IV. Explain the following words and word-combinations.
Bill of Rights, ballot, calendar, committee, checks and balances, caucus system, a
case of a tie, Electoral College, electorate, franchise, hopper, impeachment,
initiative, lobby, to mark up, off year, oval office, quorum, quota, red tape, split
ticket, straight ticket, suffrage.
V. Translate into English:
denepaiibHas cucTeMa, COOMpATh HAJOTH, IUIATHTH JIOJITH, OOBSABIATH BOWHY,
3ampeniaTh, CUCTEMa CIACPKMBAHUSA W MPOTHBOBECOB, BHIIC-TIPE3HUICHT, OXpaHa
OKpyXaromei cpesnl, 0amtoTupoBaThcsi B KoHrpece, BBIOMpATh MpE3UACHTA U
BUIIC-TIPE3U/ICHTa Ha OOIIECHAIIMOHAIBHBIX BBHIOOpAX, WMETh IIPAaBO TOJOCA,
CeNIaTh KIICBETHUYECKOE 3asBJICHHE, HAXOAUTHCS B BEACHUHM 3aKOHOIATEIIHCTBA
ITaTa, MOJYYUTh MOAABISIONIEEe OONBITUHCTBO TOJIOCOB, OATIIOTUPOBATHCS HA
MOCT MPE3UJICHTA OT KaKOW-THO0 MapTHH, MEPBUYHBIC BEIOOPHI, UCIIOJIHATH CBOU
JOJIKHOCTHBIE TTOJTHOMOYHS U OOS3aHHOCTH, TOOSTUBINAS CTOPOHA, YCTPauBaTh
OOCTPYKITMIO, TPEIBBIOOPHBIC MaXWHAIMHM, HEIOBOJLCTBO, BOTYM HEIOBEPHS,
OCYIICCTBIISTH TOJUTHKY.
V1. Study the text. Correct all the mistakes made.

US Government

The operation of the US government is based on the US Constitution,
which was adopted by the House of Lords in 1879.

The national government is composed of three branches: the executive, the
legislative, and the judicial. Certain powers are given to each branch, but the
Senate headed by the President has unlimited power. The system of "limits and
controls" is clearly illustrated by the president's relations with the other branches.

The president is the head of the three branches. His title is inherited (ex.
George Bush and George Bush junior).

US parliament called Congress is composed of two houses: the House of
Senators and the House of Deputies. The first house has 100 members, two from
each state, they are elected for two years. The House of Deputies has 651
members who are elected for six-year term.
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The head of the judicial branch is the president. He is the chief justice of
the Supreme Court of the USA. The president and 12 other justices appointed for
life decide whether a bill is constitutional.

VII. Render in English:

IIpe3ugenTcbKi BUOOpH

[Ipe3uneHTcrki BUOOPU MOCIAAIOTh OCOOJIMBE MICIE B MOJITUYHOMY JKUTTI
Kpainu i y ¢opMmyBaHHI LITATIB JAep>kaBHOro amapaty. [Ipe3uneHT oOupaeThes
HAceJeHHSAM KpaiHM Ha TEPMIH y YOTUPU POKHU LUISIXOM HENPSMUX BHOOPIB -
yepe3 KoJierito BUOIpHUKIB. OJHOYACHO 3 HHMM OOMPAETHCS TaKOX Bille-
MPE3UIEHT, 10 € APYror0 MIcis Mpe3uJeHTa MOCcaJoBOK0 0c000I0 B KpaiHi 1 3a
KOHCTHUTYIIIEIO - TOJIOBOIO CEHATY.

[lepmium QopMaIbHUM €TanoM NPe3UIEHTCHKUX BUOOPIB € BHUCYBaHHS
KaHJIMJATIB Ha TIOCT MPE3UACHTA. 3 II€I0 METOI0 y 26 IITaTrax i€ CUCTeMa TaK
3BaHUX MEepBUHHUX BHOOPIB ("mpaiimepi3"), Ha SKUX BUOOPII 3aTBEPIKYIOThH
KaHIUJATypu, sKI OylM BUCYHYTI NapTIHHUMHU OprasizanisiMu IutatiB. IcHye
KiJIbKa BUAIB "mpaiimMepis":

- 3akpuTi "mpaiimepi3", Npu SKUX y4acTh y BUCYBaHHI KaHAWAATIB MPUUMAIOTh
TUIBKM TMAapTidHI BUOOPI, NPUUOMY KOKHA TapTis CKJIaJae CBil BiIacHUM
CIIUCOK KaHIWAATIB, 32 KU rojocyloTh BHOOpII naHoi naptii. o6 y3sTu
y4yacTh y 3aKkpuTux 'mpaiimepi3", BuOOpenb NOBUHEH JOBECTH CBOIO
MIPUHAJICKHICTD JI0 JAHOT MapTii;

- BlAKpHUTI "mpaiimMepi3" He BUMararoTh BiJl BUOOPLS MIATBEPAKEHHS MapTIHHOT
MIPUHAJICKHOCTL. AJie ¥ 3a II€10 CUCTEMOIO BHOOPEIlh TOJIOCYE 332 KaHIUIATIB
TUIBKM OJHIET MApTIi - BIH OMYCKAa€ B YpHY CIMCOK JIMIIE TIET MapTii, 3a SIKy
BiH T'OJIOCYE.

VIII. Render in English:

Konrpec

Konrpec € paBoxmanaTHuM mnapiaameHToM. HibkHS majata KOHIpecy -
najaTta MpeJCTaBHUKIB - oOupaeTbest y ckiani 435 ocid TepMiHOM Ha 2 POKHU.
O6panuM y manaTy NpeJCTaBHUKIB MOxe OyTu Oynb-sikuii rpomaasaun CIIA,
AKUN Mae el cTaTyc He MEHIIIe CEMU POKIB, JOCST 25-TITHBOTO BIKY 1 MEIIKAE B
MeXax IITaTy, BiJ SIKOro BiH Oanoryerbcs. Crikep majaTd Mae JyKe IIUPOKI
MOBHOBA)XEHHS - BIH BIIKPHUBAE 1 3aKpUBA€E 3aCiJaHHS NaNaTH, NIANUCYE BUXITHI
Bil Hel JOKYMEHTH, Orojomye ii pIIMIeHHs, CTaBUTb Ha OOTrOBOPEHHS
3alpONOHOBAH] JIelyTaTaMy MHMTaHHsS, Kepye OOrOBOPEHHSIM, HaJla€ CIOBO,
POOUTH MPU3HAYCHHSI B HEMOCTIMHI KOMITETH 1 Ma€ AEsKi 1HII1 TOBHOBAKCHHS.

Jlo BepXHBOI MajiaTh KOHrpecy - ceHary - oduparothesi 100 ocib, mo 2 Bix
KoxHOro mrary. CeHaT OHOBIIOEThCS KOXHI 2 poku Ha 1/3 (TepmiH
MOBHOBAXXEHb KOXKHOTO CEHAaTopa - IIICTh POKIB), IO Ja€ oMYy MEBHI mepeBaru
nepeja najgaToro npeactaBHUKIB. CeHatopamMu MOXYTh OyTH oOpaHi 0coOH, fKi
nocsirnu 30-11THROTO BiKY, MalTh rpomajsHcTBo CIIA mporsrom He MeHIle
JEB'ATHOX POKIB 1 MEIIKAIOTh Y MEXaX BIAMOBITHOTO IITATY.
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IX. Render in English:
BepxoBuuii cyny CIIA

BepxoBHMil cyn, 32 KOHCTUTYLIEIO, € BUIIOI aNesAIIHHOI0 1HCTAHIIIEO 1
CyIOM mepuoi I1HCTaHIli y chpaBax (aMEpUKaHCBKMX) IOCIIB, KOHCYIIB 1
MOBHOBAXHUX IMPEJCTABHUKIB, @ TAKOX Yy CIpaBax, J€ OJHIEIO0 3 CTOPIH € IITAar.
Cyn ckiaiaetbesi 3 JEB'ATH CyJel, MpU3HAYYyBAaHUX JOBIYHO MPE3UJICHTOM '3a
nopaor 1 3roaorw Konrpecy".

Tpanuuiiino BepxoBuuii cyn CIIA € HaliOuIbII KOHCEPBATUBHOIO 3 TPHOX
rutok Biagu. [IpaBisyl Kona BUKOPUCTOBYIOTh MOTO SIK CBOTO pojay "OCTaHHIN
0acTioH" Ha HUISAXY MPOTPECUBHUX MEPETBOPEHB 1 pedOopM, OCKUIBKH BIH MOXKE
CKacyBaTu Oyab-IKMWA 3aKOH KOHrpecy a0o pIlIeHHs BHUKOHABYOi BIAJIH,
BHU3HABIIIM MOTO HE BIJIMOBIIHUM KOHCTUTYIIII.

X. Render in English:

1. Koncturynuss CILA - 310 crapeiimas nucaHas Oypxya3Has KOHCTUTYLHS, B
OTIMYME OT HenmucaHol, Hampumep, B AHriauu. 2. Co BpeMEeHH HPHUHATHUS
KOHCTUTYLIMM B Hee Obulo BHeceHo 27 mnompaBok. [lepBeie 10 mompaBox
u3BecTHbl Kak "bumib o mpaBax" (1791). 3. Tonbko B 1920 r. Obuta mpuHATa
MompaBKa, MpeocTaBUBIIas U30UpaTeabHoe MpaBo xeHuHam. [locnenuss 27-4
MOMpaBKa, YyCTAHABIMBAIOLIAS pABHONpPAaBUE IKEHIIMH, JI0 CHUX TMOp He
patudunupoBaHa. 4. B OCHOBE TroCyJapCTBEHHOT'O YCTpPOMCTBAa - TNPUHLUII
paszeneHusl Tpex BiacTei, T.e. (opMajIbHON HE3aBUCUMOCTH APYr OT Jpyra
3aKOHOJATENbHON, HCIOJHUTENbHOM U cyneOHoi Biacteil. 5. [Ipesuaent CILIA
o0nazaeT MpaBOM BETO B OTHOIIEHUHM 3aKOHOB KOHrpecca. s mpeojosieHus
BeTo Tpebyercsa 2/3 rojmocoB B Kaxaoll u3 manar. 6. [log mpemyiorom He
KOHCTUTYIIMOHHOCTH BepxoBubii cyn CIIA MoxeT (akTUYecKd OTMEHSTh
pelieHusl KOHrpecca U ImpesujeHTta. 7. Beryrmenue mnpesujaeHTa Ha MOCT
aBTOMATUYECKHU J1aeT €My MOJTHOMOYHS Ipou3BecTH 3aMmeHy 500 "moauTuyeckux
nocToB", BKIIto4ast 80 BBICHIMX IPABUTEIBCTBEHHBIX MIOCTOB.

GLOSSARY

English variant Ukrainian variant Russian variant

A bill's backer Tol, xTO migATpUMYyE Tot, KTO moaAEP)KUBAET
3aKOHOIPOEKT 3aKOHOTPOCKT

A system of checks and | Cuctema ctpumyBanns ta | Cucrema cliep>KUBaHUS

balances pOTUBAr Y IPOTUBOBECOB

A two-thirds vote ["omocyBaHHs [NonmocoBanue
KBaJ11()1IKOBAHOIO KBTI (PUITUPOBAHHBIM
OUIBIIICTIO OOJIBIIMHCTBOM

Abolish AHYJIIOBaTH, CKACOBYBaTH | AHHYJIMPOBAaTh, OTMEHSATH

Affect BrumBatu Biuste

Agency Cny»x0a, ynpaBiiHHS Cnyx0a, ynpaBieHue
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Agenda

ITopsinok neHHun

IloBecTka nHSA

Amendment ITorpaBka ITorrpaBka
Armed forces 30poliHi crn BoopysxeHHbIe CHIIBI
Basic structure basoBa cTpykrypa basoBas cTpykTypa

Bill of Rights

binb mpo npasa

bunie 0 mpaBax

Civilian workers

[{uB1bHI cIy>K00BI1

I'paxxgaHckue ciryxaiue

Commemorative law

3aKoH PO BIIaHYBaHHS
maMm’ STl

3akoH 00 YBEKOBEUCHUH
aMsTH

Conference committee VY3romkyBaapHui KomiTeT | CorjacuTeIbHBIN
KOMHUTET

Congress Konrpec Konrpecc

Congressional Budget bromxeTHa komicis bromxeTHas komuccus

Office Konrpecy Konrpecca

Congressional Research | HaykoBo-nocniguuii Hayuno-

Service of the Library of | nentp 6i6mioTexu HCCIIeIOBATEIbCKUT

Congress koHrpecy CIIIA LEHTp OMOIHOTEeKHU
koHrpecca CIIA

Constitutional authority

KoHcruTyiiitHa Bnana

KOHCTI/ITYI_II/IOHHaH BJIaCTb

Convention

Kouseniis

KonBenius

(cornarmenue)
Coordinate Koopnunysatu, KoopnuuupoBsats,
y3TOJKYBaTH COTJIACOBBIBATH
Declare war OroJnonryBaTu BiliHY OOBABIATH BOMHY
Federal jurisdiction ®denepanbHa ropucaukiia | OenepanbHast
FOPUCIUKIINS

Federal system

CDCIICpaJIBHa CHUCTCMa

CDCIICpaJIBHaH cucreMma

Federal Trade ®denepanbHa ToproeenbHa | DenepanbHasi TOPropas
Commission KOMICI1s KOMUCCHS
Filibuster ®nibycthepeTBO (TakTuKa | GIUOyCTHEPCTBO
MIPOBATIOBAHHS (TakTHKa MPOBAIMBAHUS
3aKOHOIPOEKTIB LUISIXOM | 3aKOHOIPOEKTOB ITYyTEM
YCIUISIKOTO BiATATYBaHHS | BCSIYECKOTO
MOMEHTY MPUAHSATTSI OTTSTHBAHMSI MOMEHTA
pIlICHHS) MPUHATHUS PELICHNUs)
Forbid 3a00poHsITH 3anpemaTh
General Accounting [NonmoBHe niymIbHE ['maBHOE cuéTHOE
Office yIPaBIIiHHS yIPaBJIEHUE

General welfare

3aranpHuil JOOPOOYT

OO01iee 0J1aroCoOCTOSTHUE

Handle publicity

[TpoBOoaANTH pEeKIaMHY
KaMIIaH1I0

[TIpoBOIUTE PEKIIAMHYIO
KaMITaHUIO

High-ranking officials

BucoxkormocraieHi

BricokomnocTaBieHHbBIE
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ypsAI0BLI

YUHOBHUKHU

Independent agencies

BinomcTBa y ckiami
ypsany CLIA, ne3anexHi

BenomcTBa B cocTase
npaButenbeTBa CIIA,

areHuii CaMOCTOSTEIBHEIE
yIIPaBICHUS
Joint committee OO0’ enHaHuil KOMITET O0BbeMHEHHBIN
KOMUTET

Judicial review

CynoBuii KOHTPOJIb

CyneOHbIN KOHTPOIb

Justice Cynns Cynbs

Military personnel BiiicbkoBOCITY)00BII1 BoeHHocyx)anme

NASA (National HACA, nepxaBHe HACA (HauunonansHoe

Aeronautics and Space yIpaBIiHHS 3 TIUTAHb yIpaBJIeHUE TIO

Administration) JOCJTIJPKEHHSI KOCMIYHOTO | a@3pOHABTHKE U

POCTOPY UCCJIeI0BAHUIO

KOCMHUYECKOTO
IPOCTPAHCTBA)

OMB (Office of AAMIHICTpaTUBHE Ta AJIMHUHHCTPATUBHOE U

Management and Budget) | OromxeTHe ynpaBiiHHS OI0JKETHOE yIpaBJICHUE

CIIA

CIIA

Personal staff

[TaT cniBpoOITHUKIB
(mpe3uaeHTa, ceHaTopa)

ITaT coTpyIHUKOB
(mpe3uaeHTa, ceHaTopa)

President pro tempore TuMuyacoBo BUKOHYIOUUN | BpeMeHHO
000B’sI3KM IIpe3ueHTa UCTIOJTHSIOIIN I

00513aHHOCTH
npe3ueHTa

Public policy Jlep>kaBHa MOTITUKA I'ocynapcTBenHas
MOJINTUKA

Ratify Patudixysatu Patudunmponats
(yTBEepXaaTh)

Senate Cenart Cenart

Senate presidency

INomoByBanns B CeHari

[IpencenarenscTBO B
Cenare

Standing committee

ITocTiinuii KOMITET

IloCTOSIHHBINT KOMUTET

Supreme Court

BepxoBHuii cyn

BepxoBHBbIH cyj

The Capitol Kamitomiit Kanuronuii

The consent of the people | 3rona Hapoay Cornacue Hapoaa

The Democratic party JlemokpaThyHa napTis Jlemokparuueckast
napTHs

The Electoral College Korerist BUOIpHHKIB Kosuierust BBIOOPIIMKOB

The House of [lanara npeacTaBHUKIB [Taymara npeacraBuTenen

Representatives
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The line-item veto

IlocTareriHe BeTO

IlocTareriHOE BETO

The Peace Corps Kopniyc mupy Kopnyc mupa

The Republican party PecnyOnikanceka mapTisi | PecriyOnukaHnckas
napTus

The Vice President Biue-npe3uent Bunie-npe3uieHT

The White House bimuit [{im benprit Jlom

To check and limit KontpomntoBatu Ta Kontponuposats u

00MeXyBaTu OTPaHUYNBATh

To conduct election [IpoBoauTH BUOOpUY [IpoBoauTh

campaign KaMIaHito n30UpaTENbHYIO
KaMITaHUIO

To create public support

CTBOpIOBATH MIATPUMKY B
CyCHUTBCTBI1

Co3naBath NOOAEPKKY B
oO1IecTBe

To enforce

BukonyBatu (IIpo 3aKOH)

Ncnonusats (0 3aKoHe)

To express discontent

Buxkasysatu
HE3a0BOJICHHS

Bripaxkats
HEJI0BOJILCTBO

To make libellous
statements

PoOuTHn HakIEITHUIIBK1
3aBU

JlenaTp KJIIEBETHUYECKHUE
3asBJICHUS

To override a veto

Ilomonatu BeTO

IIpeononeTs BETO

To run for public offices

Bucysaru cBoro
KaHIUJaTypy Ha BUOOpax
10 JAEPKAaBHUX CTPYKTYP

BrICTaBISITH CBOIO
KaHIUAATypy Ha
BBIOOpax B
rOCyZapCTBEHHBIC

CTPYKTYPBbI

To violate a contract

[lopymryBaTu 10roBip

Hapymarts norosop

To weed out

BinOupatu, BijcitoBaTH

OT6upaTh, OTCEUBATH

Treason JepxaBHa 3pazna I'ocynapcrBenHas
M3MEeHa
United Nations OOH (Opranizariis OOH (Opranuzanus
006’ enqnanux Harriit) O6bennHeHHpIX Haruit)
US Postal Service [TomroBa ciyxx6a CIIIA | TloutoBas ciyx6a CILIA
Whip Opranizatop napTiiHOi Opranuzarop
¢paxuii (B Konrpeci) napTuiftHou pakuuu
Table 1
POLITICAL SYSTEMS
UK USA
Government| Constitutional monarchy Federal republic (a union of 50
(type) states)
Head of Queen (Elizabeth 1) President (Barack Obama)
state
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Head of

Prime Minister (Theresa May)

President (Barack Obama)

government

Parliament Parliament Congress
The House of | The House of The Senate The House of
Lords (675 Commons (659 (100 member | Representatives (450
members non- | members elected for 5 - 2 from each | members
elected: 2 years (one from each state elected | (congressmen)
archbishops, | constituency) for 6 years) elected every 2 years
24 senior (one from each
bishops, 20 constituency))
law lords,
hereditary
peers, life
peers)

elections Once in five years Presidential - once in 4 years;

To the House - once in 2 years;
To the Senate - once in 6 years

Parties The Conservative Party (used to be the | The Democratic Party;
Tory Party (1600s)); The Republican Party
The Labour Party (1900);
The Liberal Democratic Party (the
Liberal used to be the Whig Party
(1600))
Table 2
THREE BRANCHES OF POWER
UK USA
Legislative Parliament Congress
Executive Prime Minister and the Cabinet President and
(about 20 ministers) the Cabinet
(13 secretaries)
Judicial The House of Lords (20 law lords) | The Supreme Court (9 judges
— the highest court of appeal; appointed by the President
British judges are appointed by for a life term)
the monarch

Table 3
POLITICAL PARTIES
Study the table. Suggest the same one for the USA and Ukraine.
Conservative Labour Liberal-
democratic
Also known as Tory Party — Whig Party
Colour Blue Red Yellow
Current Leader | Theresa May Jeremy Corbyn Tim Farron
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Main support Church, Trade unions Middle class
aristocracy, landed
gentry
Programme To lower taxes, To create wealth | To high taxes to
(according to cut crime and and jobs for pay for better
General Election | protect the everybody, public services, to
2001 Study Pack) | countryside improve the give greater
National Health freedom for every
Service and cut one and to protect
class sizes in the environment
schools
APPENDIX 1
RESOURCE PACK

Supplemenatry Texts for Rendering and Discussion
Text 1 The Cabinet

The Cabinet is the committee at the centre of the British political system
and is the supreme decision-making body in government.

Every Tuesday during Parliament, Secretaries of State from all
departments and some other ministers meet in the Cabinet room in Downing
Street to discuss the big issues of the day. Meetings are currently attended by 22
paid ministers and one unpaid minister appointed to Cabinet, and six other
invited ministers and peers.

Government Cabinets have met in the same room since 1856, when it was
called the Council Chamber.

The Prime Minister chairs the meetings, selects its members, and also
recommends their appointment as ministers by the Monarch. The Secretary of the
Cabinet is responsible for preparing records of its discussions and decisions.

History of Cabinet

The modern history of the Cabinet began in the 16th Century with the
Privy Council, a small group of advisers to the Monarch.

Sir Robert Walpole the first Prime Minister, held occasional meetings of
the King’s Ministers — Cabinet — but not in its modern form.

The 1832 Reform Act emphasised the need for government to have the
confidence of Parliament as well as the Monarch and for it to act coherently.

William Pitt (1783-1801) established the right of the PM to ask ministers
to resign. So the conventions of collective Cabinet responsibility and Prime
Ministerial control developed. This enabled Ministers to stand together against
Parliament under clear leadership.
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Up to 1916, a letter written by the PM to the Monarch was the only
recorded decisions of Cabinet. In 1916 the ‘War’ Cabinet Secretariat and the post
of Cabinet Secretary was created. The basic system has survived since then.

Change of meeting day

When Gordon Brown became Prime Minister in June 2007, the regular day
the Cabinet meets was changed from Thursday to Tuesday. While the Cabinet
had met on a Thursday since 1963, it had met on other days before.

Between 1955 and 1963, Cabinet meetings were held on both Tuesdays
and Thursdays. From 1945 to 1955, they were held on Mondays and Thursdays,
and before the Second World War, they were usually held on Wednesdays.

Mr Brown chose to move the meetings to Tuesday because Parliament
does not meet until the afternoon that day, so members would not have to leave
longer meetings early because of Commons engagements.

Powers of Cabinet

The Cabinet has no legal powers, they are held by Secretaries of State. But
it has collective responsibility to Parliament so all members are bound to support
Cabinet decisions even if they were not present.

Cabinet Committees and Cabinet Secretariat

Much of the work of Cabinet is delegated to Committees.

The Prime Minister decides who sits on the Committees and what they are
responsible for. Some of the Committees exist for short periods to deal with a
particular issue.

Since 1992 the membership of Cabinet Committees has been published.
Decisions taken in Committee have full Cabinet authority and may not be
brought to full Cabinet.

The Secretariat calls meetings, circulates papers, prepares the agenda
(under the PM’s direction), writes and circulates the conclusions, and keeps them.

Text 2 ‘10 Downing Street’

History of the Building

Behind the quiet fagade of this famous black door lie many secrets.
Number 10 has been the setting for violent riots, passionate protest and surprising
activities. It has been the nerve centre of the British Government through two
World Wars. Pioneering policies have been developed inside its walls and world-
changing meetings have been chaired by Britain’s greatest leaders.

It is used as a busy office and workplace for the Prime Minister and the
staff employed to support him in his role. Not least it is also home to the PM and
his family.

Downing Street began its association with the office of the Prime Minister
in 1730. That the house is still being used today by Gordon Brown is down to the
refusal of first-ever PM Robert Walpole to accept the house as a personal gift.
Instead he insisted it be used by future “First Lords of the Treasury”.
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http://www.number10.gov.uk/history-and-tour/history-of-the-building

During its history the house has undergone major development to be turned
into a grand residence fit for the most powerful politician in the country.

Number 10 Downing Street has never been busier than it is today. It is an
office for the Prime Minister, a meeting place for the Cabinet, a venue for state
events and a home for the Prime Minister’s family.

While in office, prime ministers traditionally live with their families in
Downing Street in the private flat on the second floor.

‘Living above the shop’, as Margaret Thatcher described it, has sometimes
made it difficult for prime ministers to separate family life and work, but it does
allow him or her to keep fully in touch with events as they develop.

Fortunately, prime ministers no longer have to furnish the whole house
themselves. Until the twentieth century, prime ministers who lived in Downing
Street used to bring their own households with them - bedding, crockery and
furniture. They would arrange their possessions in the state rooms on arrival and
move them out when they left office.

Prime ministers today have an opportunity to select the art that hangs on
the walls of Number 10. In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries prime
ministers brought their own paintings to display in the house.

Ramsay MacDonald was the first prime minister not to have a personal art
collection and began the convention of borrowing from national collections to
make the prime minister’s residence into a showcase for traditional and modern
British art and craftsmanship.

Entertaining at Number 10

Nearly every week Number 10 is the venue for official functions including
meetings, receptions, lunches and dinners.

It isn’t only heads of state and official dignitaries who visit — functions are
held for people from all areas of UK society, including notable achievers, public
service employees and charity workers.

Receptions tend to be informal gatherings. Drinks and canapés are served,
as guests wander through the historic state rooms enjoying the art and historic
objects on display. The Prime Minister and other hosts circulate to meet as many
people as possible.

Lunches and dinners are more formal events. The Small Dining Room will
sit a maximum of 12, and the State Dining Room up to 65 around a large, U-
shaped table.

The dining table is laid with items from the state silver collection — a range
of modern silverware pieces commissioned by the Silver Trust to promote
modern British craftsmanship.

Before the Government Hospitality Fund was set up in 1908, prime
ministers employed their own servants for entertaining at Number 10.
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Nowadays members of Government Hospitality work together with the
Prime Minister’s social team to arrange functions, checking guest lists, printing
invitation cards and menus, working out the seating plans, and plan the meal.

All the attention to detail ensures that guests enjoy a memorable visit to a
remarkable house.

Text 3

KoncepBaTtopu — Haiictapima 1 HaijocBiIYeHIma 3 YyCiX Cy4acHHUX
OpuTaHCHKUX mHapTiil. [i momitmude obmuuus (opMysanocs BIPomoBxk S0-Tu
pOKiB, moynHawoyu 3 70-X POKIB MUHYJOTO CTOJITTS — HUIIXOM IOCTYIIOBOI'O
30mmkenHss Topi, 1m0 mnpencramisia iHTepecu jaepkaBu  ("kopoHu") 1
3eMJIEBJIACHUKIB, 3 Biramu, BupazHukamMu 1HTEpECiB MPOMHUCIOBOTO KamiTairy. B
Cy4yacHId JAISUTBHOCTI MapTii 1 HMHI MOXHa MPOCHIIKYBaTH CYHNEPEUHOCTI,
xapakTepHi Juist Biris-Topi. Topi moknanaroTe BeIUKI HAJIi HA CUIIbHY JEp>KaBy
y MIATPUMaHHI COLIAJILHOTO TOPSAIKY, OJHAK MU(EpeHlIoTh ii posb. Topi-
aBTOPUTAPUCTHU PO3TIISAAIOTH AEPHKABY SIK IHCTPYMEHT 3aKOHY 1 MOPSIAKY, 11O 1€
3a JIOMOMOTOI0 MOJIIIII1, Cyly, peNIriiHUX yCTaHoB. Topi-narepHanticTH BOAYatoTh
B JIep>KaBl IHCTPYMEHT €KOHOMIYHOI'O BJIOCKOHAJIEHHS 3a JIOMOMOTOIO 3aXHUCTY
BITYM3HSHOI 1HIYCTpii 1 mepeimaHHs mpoOiemamu no0poOyty. Ilin BrmmBOM
nenpecii 1929-1934 poky, BiiICbKOBO-€KOHOMIYHOI'O TUIAHYBAaHHS 1 MEpPEMOru
nebopuctis 1945 poxky chopmyBanach BIUIMBOBA Ipyna MporpecuBHUX Topi,
Tak 3BaHa, ['pynma Onniei Hamii, mjo po3srisiana aep:kaBy HepenyciM B sSIKOCTI
peryisiTopa €KOHOMIKH, a BXKE MOTIM - OXOPOHIS MOPAIbHUX 1 KYJIbTYPHHUX
HOPM.

JISUTBHICTE  CYYaCHHX KOHCEpPBAaTOPIB TMOCTIMHO MIIJAETBCA TOCTPId
KpUTHIll, Jelaji 4YacTille 3By4aTb BHMOI'M HErailHO1 BIICTaBKU ypsay. Sk
BBAXKAIOTh YMMAJO KPUTHUKIB 1 HaBITh caMl MIHICTpHU, BOHHM Bxke "Buuepnaiu"
cebe 1 BTpaTUIIM CIIPOMOXKHICTD JISITH.

Huni, naneBne, KoHcepBaTMBHAa mapTis BIOBHI JE€MOHCTPYE CBIU
KOHCEpBAaTU3M, HECHPOMOXKHICTh Ha HIBUJIKY aJanTailil0 A0 MIHJIUBUX YMOB.
HaiixapakTepHilie 1e MposiBISEThCA, KOJIW YCTaleH1 HalllOHAJbHI TpagauIlii He
BIJIMOBIZJAI0Th BUMOTAM CY4aCHOI €KOHOMIKH.

Text 4

CrapneHHs 1ed00puUCTiB 10 crmiBpoOiTHUIITBA €C 3a3HANO CYTTEBUX 3MIH 3
noyatky 80-X poKiB, KOJM iX Mo3uilisi ctocoBHO CHiBTOBapUCTBa Oylia 3arajiom
HeraTuBHOIO. HuH1 neiibopucTchka mapTisi BUCTYIA€E, XO4a 1 HEOJJHOTOJIOCHO, 32
PO3BUTOK CITIBPOOITHUIITBA 3 €BPONEHCHKUMU TAPTHEPAMU, 32 MEPEXija 10 €IMHOI
€Bporeiicbkol BamoTH, Ta LleHTpanpHOro €Bpomneiicbkkoro baHky, HamaHHS
IIMPOKUX  TOBHOBaXeHb €Bporelickkomy Ilapnamenty. buibiue  Toro,
JleitbopucTchbka mapTis BIAKPUTO 3aCyKyBajla MO3HUILII0 KOHCEPBATUBHOTO
ypsy, KOTpUH 10 OCTAHHBOT'O Yacy 3BOJIIKAB 3 MIJMUCAHHAM MaacTpUXTChbKOTO
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noroBopy (1991), yrpumaBmiuch, 3pemITOl0, BiJA MiANUCAHHS €BPONEHCHKOT
ComanbHoi XapTii.

Amnanizyroun AisiabHICTH JlelbopucTchkoi maprtii, i 30BHIINIHIO €AHICTH 1
KOHCOJI|JIallil0, HE MOKHa HE BpPAaxOBYBAaTH TOTO, LIO HUHI BOHa IepedyBae B
OTO3MIIIT 1, 3BUMAHO, BUKOPUCTOBYE OY/Ib SIKY MOXJIMUBICTh Y OOpOTHO1 MPOTH
CBOIX TOJIITUMYHHUX OIOHEHTIB, HEPIAKO CHEKYJI0I0YM Ha IX BHYTPIMIHIX
CylepeyKax.

3pocTaHHs BIUIMBY JleOopucTChKOT MapTii 3 MOYaTKy CTOJITTS MOB's3aHe
3 KUIbKOMa TEHACHIISIMU ii MpOrpaMHHUX MoOJokeHb. OfHA 3 HUX 1, HANEBHE,
Hali3HauuMMilma — Jenaini Oulblla MNPUXWIBHICTH JO0 1A€d colianbHOi 1
€KOHOMIYHOI PIBHOCTI, MOKpAILlaHHS J>KUTTEBOrO PIBHA OITHIMIUX MPOIIAPKIB
HaceseHHs. [nei cycnuibHOi BIIaCHOCTI Ha 3aCO0M BUPOOHUIITBA 1 €KOHOMIYHOTO
IUIaHYBaHHS HE HOBI, OJHAK BOHM aKTUBHO MpomnaryBanucs JleiOopucTchbkoro
naprieto. [Hima TenaeHiis BiOuTa B 1€l ypsiI0BOro 1 AEp>KaBHOTO PEryIOBaHHS
PUHKOBUX IMPOIECIB, HEOOXIIHOrO MJisi JOCATHEHHS MOCTaBIEHUX COIIATbHO-
E€KOHOMIYHMX 3aBJaHb. JleilbopucTchka mapTid, SK >KOJHA 1HIIA Mporarysaja
3MILTHEHHS POJIi IepKaBU B COL1aTbHO-€KOHOMIUYHUX MPOIECcaXx.

JlyMaeTbcs, HE BHMAAKOBO, picT aBTtoputery Jleitbopuctchkoi mnaprii
MOB'I3aHUM 3 IIMPOKOIO MIATPUMKOIO 11 171ed cepea poOITHUYMX MPOILIAPKIB ii
HACEJICHHsI y TMepIii mojgoBruH1 XX CTONITTS, KOJIU TOTAIITApHI 1 COIIaTICTUYH1
racia cebe mie He BUUEpHaIM 1 OyJM JOCUTh MOMYJISIPHUMH 3 OTJISIAY CBOET
HEOPJMHAPHOCTI 1 i1 HOBU3HH.

Huni neiGopucTh aKTHMBHO MPOMArylOTh CBOi MIAXOAUW PO3B'A3aHHSA
TOJIOBHUX COLIQJIbHO-€KOHOMIYHUX TpobsieM Benukobpuranii. I[li migxoau
TPYHTYIOTBCSI Ha TMPUHIMIIL COLIIBHOT CHPaBEIJIMBOCTI B E€KOHOMIUHIN,
comiayibHIi 1 mnomituuHi cdepax. JleGopucTu 0OCTOIOIOTH OHOBJICHHS
BenukoOpuranii, popMyitoBaHHS HOBOT'O MOJITHYHOIO KYpCy KpaiHH.

Text 5
Constitution of the United States (1787)

By the mid-1780s, the weaknesses of the Articles of Confederation had
become clear to many observers. In their reaction to what they considered the
authoritarian government of George III, the framers of the Articles had
deliberately created a weak government, although they believed that it had
sufficient powers to govern. That assumption proved false. Among its other
defects, the Articles of Confederation gave the Congress no power to tax or to
regulate commerce among the states, it lacked both executive and judicial
branches, and amending the Articles required unanimity of all the states.

James Madison of Virginia, working with the blessing of George
Washington, led the drive to get Congress to call a convention for the express
purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation. But once the delegates had
gathered in Philadelphia in the summer of 1787, they took the bit in their teeth
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and decided to draft an entirely new document, one that would meet what they
perceived to be the current and future needs of the country.

Government under the Constitution remained federal in nature, that is,
power was shared between the states and the national government. But where
under the Articles the states had been the dominant force, under the Constitution
the national government would be supreme. The framers saw both state and
national governments as active participants in the political process.

One of the key features in the Constitution, and one that would become a
critical factor in the nineteenth century, is that the source of sovereignty, the
source of the authority for the document, is the citizenry. "We the People of the
United States" ordain and establish the Constitution. This is a direct link to the
Declaration of Independence, which declared that governments derive their
legitimacy from the consent of the governed.

Perhaps the most striking feature of the Constitution was how extensively
it implemented the prevailing notions of separation of powers. Clear lines divided
the legislative, executive and judicial branches. In a sharp departure from their
experience under the Articles, the framers put a great deal of power in the hands
of the president. At the same time, a system of checks and balances ensured that
no one branch of the government would dominate the others.

In the debate over ratification of the Constitution that took place in the fall
and winter of 1787-88, proponents of the new document — called Federalists —
claimed that not only would it remedy the defects of the Articles of
Confederation, but it would provide a strong yet limited government that would
ensure the peace and security of the new nation. Those opposed to the
Constitution — known as Anti-Federalists — operated at a disadvantage, because
they recognized and admitted that the government under the Articles had not
been a success. They did, however, demand that as a price of ratification a bill of
rights should be added. The Federalists believed that no such listing was
necessary, because as a government of limited powers, the new government
would have no authority to invade the rights of the citizens. But as Thomas
Jefferson explained to James Madison, "A bill of rights is what the people are
entitled to against every government on earth, general or particular, and what no
just government should refuse, or rest upon inferences."

With the ratification of the Constitution, the new government met in the
spring of 1789, and Congress immediately adopted and sent to the states a series
of proposed amendments. The states ratified ten of them by 1791, and these have
since been known as the Bill of Rights. Other amendments have followed, a few
of them primarily technical in nature, but for the most part they have expanded
the democratic nature of American society — by abolishing slavery, widening the
suffrage or making government more responsive to the people, as in the direct
election of senators.
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The Constitution has served the people of the United States admirably for
over 200 years, in part because the framers were wise enough to recognize that
they could not foresee every problem. Those who followed them thus had the
ability to take the document and adapt it to new needs and new conditions.
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